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Welcome to King’s College, The British School 
of Alicante, where we encourage all our students 
to develop their unique qualities and talents in a 
supportive community, with high expectations in all 
aspects of school life. This is a school where individuals 
matter.

The School’s principal aim is to ensure that all students 
have every opportunity to attain their potential 
intellectually, socially and personally.  The cornerstone 
of our approach is the strength of the relationships 
between staff, pupils and parents throughout our 
community.  The friendly and orderly atmosphere 
combines with a stimulating academic environment 
to develop the qualities that lead to successful 
examination results, satisfying personal relationships, 
the correct blend of individual strengths and co-
operation with others and the confidence to face the 
challenges of the wider world.  This has been achieved 
by building on our traditional core values (honesty, 
faith and courage), while encouraging innovation in a 
mutually supportive community.

Our Sixth From is designed to give students friendly 
support and professional guidance throughout their 
time here.  They get to know their personal tutor in 
the first few days and become a member of a tutor 
group which meets daily. Here they will make new 
friends and explore all kinds of topics such as personal 
career ambition, health matter, study skills and current 
world issues. Progress is discussed and monitored on a 
constant basis and therefore their tutor comes to know 
them better and is well placed to give advice on study 
or personal problems should they arise. By following 
this ethos our students enjoy a Sixth Form experience 

This is an important milestone in your educational journey 
where the choices you make will start to shape your future 
and provide you with the experience you need to be a 
successful, lifelong learner.

King’s College not only offers excellent academic preparation 
for University and the world of work but also a broad range 
of opportunities and challenges that will equip you with 
the skills needed in a rapidly changing world.  Our extra-
curricular activities, leadership opportunities and enrichment 
programme will support your studies and add a new and 
exciting dimension to your education.  For the first time 
in your educational career you will be expected to take the 
initiative, be independent in your approach to study and 
develop a deep interest in and passion about the subjects you 
are studying. 

I would encourage you to talk to your teachers and Miss 
Robinson about the choices you are about to make to ensure 
you have as much advice and support when making decisions 
about what is right for you and your future career.  Read 
this booklet carefully, speak to current Sixth Formers who 
have only recently gone through this process also and keep 
an open mind.  Also, do not forget that your performance 
at GCSE is as important to universities as these choices you 
are making now – whilst you are understandably going to be 
excited about what lies ahead, keep your eye on the ball and 
make sure your performance in your forthcoming exams is 
an accurate reflection of your real ability. 

I wish you the best of luck in the coming months and look 
forward to welcoming you to our school in September.

Simon Wicks
Head of Secondary

Preface by the Headteacher An introduction from the Head 
of Secondary and the Director of 
Sixth Form

marked by high aspirations which celebrates individual 
as well as collective achievement.

Our Sixth Form students lead the rest of the School 
by the example they set. They have an integral role 
in nurturing and supporting younger students as well 
as meeting and depating issues with senior staff. I am 
always impressed by how quickly newcomers integrate 
into the ethos and life of our Sixth Form and the 
initiative and leadership so many of our Sixth Form 
students quickly develop.

If you are stimulated by academic challenged, want the 
opportunity to develop a wide range of talents, enjoy 
taking a leadership role and are looking to be part of 
a caring community with a good sense of fun, then I 
invite you to consider our Sixth Form.

Derek Laidlaw
Headteacher

The progression from GCSEs to A Levels should be seen 
as an exciting prospect. Students chose subjects that take 
them one step closer to their chosen university courses and 
careers. 

They will experience more freedom within their school 
days with regards to independent study; with this freedom 
will come more responsibility, both personally and within 
the school community. 

Sixth Form students develop a different, more relaxed 
relationship with their subject teachers and often find 
they have more chances to influence the direction of their 
lessons. 

To be successful, students are expected to show 
commitment and maturity at this stage of their education. 

As well as hard work in their academic studies Sixth 
Formers are expected to be positive role models to 
younger students throughout the school and to participate 
enthusiastically in community service, work experience and 
leadership opportunities.

Here at King’s College Alicante we aim to help Sixth Form 
students achieve their best both academically and personally. 

Sarah Robinson
Director of Sixth Form
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Careers Guidance

In addition to the UK university entrance, we have 
also, over many years, built up valuable experience 
of how to apply for higher education in countries 
like the USA, Ireland, Canada, France, Germany, the 
Middle East and the Netherlands. Currently,  King’s 
College alumni are studying at prestigious universities 
such as Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Berkeley, New York 
University, Brown and Georgetown in the USA, 
Trinity College Dublin, EHL and Groningen. 

The Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
time we have available in Years 12 and 13 is frequently 
devoted to university guidance matters. We host talks 
by individual university representatives and organise 
university fair here in school. We also attend similar 
events hosted by other institutions around Spain.

Most importantly though, students and their parents 
can seek personal interviews with the members of the 
Sixth Form Guidance Team to discuss future options, 
routes and applications.

The school is also a venue for many international 
university entrance examinations, which can help to 
make the application process slightly less daunting.

The process of preparing for life after King’s College 
begins at the start of Year 12.  Students are encouraged 
to seek opportunities to demonstrate their skills, 
abilities and personal strengths through engagement in 
activities outside the classroom.  In an ever increasingly 
competitive field universities are looking for students 
with extra and additional qualities beyond that of 
their A Level results.  It is very important that all Sixth 

The members of the Sixth Form Guidance Team have a wealth of 
experience of working with the finest universities in the United Kingdom, 
and Spain. Every year, King’s College Alicante students receive offers 
from, and go on to study in, many universities belonging to the UK’s elite 
Russell Group. From the past two years alone, the range of destinations 
includes world famous names like Edinburgh, Imperial College, UCL, 
King’s College, Manchester, ICAI, ICADE, Universitat Autónoma de 
Barcelona, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid and University of Navarra. 

“For me, King’s College Alicante was 
like a second home. The teachers 
always took care of you and the 
student community felt like a second 
family.”

Fiona Barcenilla Van Der 
Maesen, Alumnus 2014

Form students take part in voluntary community 
work, work placements, enrichment activities and 
school events.  All of these can be added to their 
university applications.

All Year 12 students complete a week of work 
experience following the summer exam session. The 
aim is to ensure that their university applications are 
supported by valuable and relevant placements.
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Life beyond King’s College

To complement the array of advice that our pupils 
receive from the dedicated university entrance team, 
at King’s College we also nurture strong links with 
professionals and our alumni to ensure a continuous 
stream of support can be offered to our Sixth Formers. 
The school also facilitates the organisation of work 
experience placements and opportunities in Years 10 and 
12. 

Our alumni network is now flourishing. With over 500 
active members, our pupils demonstrate just how keen 
they are to remain part of the King’s College family 
throughout their lives.

Alumni regularly visit the school to share their 
experiences at university and the world of work with 
our current students.

For more information, visit:  
alumni.kingscollegeshools.org 

In 2014, students from the King’s College group received 164 offers from 
UK universities which are ranked in the top 50 in the world. Of these, 
81 offers are from universities ranked in the top 20 and 38 are from 
universities ranked in the top 10. Excellent examination results and a 
place at a prestigious university are just part of what we strive to deliver.

“Exposure to students from so 
many different countries at 
King’s College stirred a curiosity 
in me about how people live in 
different parts of the world.”

Tony Saéz,  
King’s College Alumnus 1980 

“It’s thanks to the dedication 
of my teachers that I was able 
to recognise the importance of 
working hard to get where you 
want to be. I pushed myself to 
the limits and I continue to do 
so.”

Verena Oetzmann
King’s College Alicante Alumnus 
2013, Head Girl
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Making your 
Choices
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Entry Requirements 

Although the requirements detailed below are the 
normal requirements there may be special circumstances 
where they are not rigidly applied. The sole criterion 
overall is that the individual student studying a particular 
AS/A level subject should seem likely to benefit 
from the course and achieve a pass grade at the end. 
Obviously, when places are limited, priority has to be 
given to students who have met the requirements.

The minimum IGCSE requirements for entrance to 
Year 12 fall into two categories: general requirements 
and subject-specific requirements.

General requirements
A minimum of 5 A*- C grades at IGCSE, which 
should include Maths and English 
A good academic and behavioural record prior to 
entry over previous years.

Entry into the Sixth Form

Subject-specific requirements
A*-B grade in the subjects students wish to 
take at AS/A level
Mathematics requires an A grade at GCSE
Economics, Psychology and Computer 
Science require a B Grade in GCSE 
Mathematics
Psychology and Economics also require at 
least a C grade in English Language.

External applicants will also require:
End of Year 10 report and most recent Y11 
interim report from their current school.
Reference from their current school.
In some cases they may also be asked to sit 
an entrance examination.
Proof of completion of cumpolsury 
secondary education

Level of English
In order to access A Level qualifications a 
good command of both written and spoken 
English is essential. Many A Level examinations 
require candidates to write extended pieces 
of work and poor language skills can hinder 
success at A Level. A student’s level of English 
will be assessed by the school at the enrolment 
interview and in admissions tests. If it is felt 
that a student’s working knowledge of English 
is insufficient for them to meet their academic 
potential then they may be offered a pre-A 
Level year in Year 12 where they follow a 
revised curriculum which focuses on improving 
their written and spoken English.

“It was a very positive environment. 
The teachers were supportive and 
encouraging and I made friends for 
life.”

Karl Lipman,
King’s College Alicante 
Alumnus 2015, Head Boy  

In Years 12 and 13 our students are prepared for A Level examinations 
that allow direct access to university in the UK, Spain and the rest of the 
world. A Levels are academically challenging courses and our entrance 
requirements are designed to ensure that students wishing to study with 
us will be able to do so successfully. 
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A Level subject choices and implications for 
university courses 

There are particular subjects which may be required 
or expected for entry to certain degree courses. These 
requirements may change as universities adjust their 
expectations, and only the university‘s website should 
be considered authoritative. At present the following 
guidelines should be borne in mind: 

The General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (A Level) is a 
British school leaving qualification offered by King’s College Alicante 
throughout Year 12 and 13. A Levels consist of a vigorous programme 
of study and are recognised worldwide as an excellent means of entry 
to a university. Many students finish with four or five full A Levels. Most 
British universities require the equivalent of three good A Level passes 
for entry.

About AS & A Levels

“My teachers at King’s College were 
a particular and constant source 
of support and encouragement; 
always wanting to know about my
progress.” 

Nicky Stewart, Alumnus 2011

Degree

Architecture
Art
Biochemistry
Biology
Chemical Engineering
Chemistry
Computing (not ICT)
Dentistry
Economics
Engineering
Environmental Science
French
Geology
Journalism
Law
Medicine
Pharmacy 
Physics
Psychology
Veterinary Science

Preferences

Maths/Physics/Art 
Art
1 more Science
1 more Science

1 more Science
Physics
1 more Science

1 more Science

1 more Language
Geography

1 more Science

Essential subjects

Often Maths/Physics/ Art Portfolio
Art Portfolio
Chemistry + 1 science/maths
Biology + Chemistry
Chemistry, Maths, Physics
Chemistry + 1 science
Maths
Chemistry, Biology
Maths
Maths + Physics
2 from Geography and Sciences
French
2 Sciences
History or English
History or English
Chemistry, Biology, Shadow experience
Chemistry, Biology, Maths
Maths and Physics
1 science
Chemistry, Biology, Maths 

Throughout the course of Year 12 and Year 13, students 
will be working towards either AS or A Levels (Advanced 
General Certificate of Education) - official examinations 
that prove a student has successfully completed this stage of 
compulsory secondary education and allow direct access to 
university. Examinations taken after one year are known as 
AS Levels, examinations taken after two years as A Levels.

A Level examinations are managed by various government-
approved organisations in the UK.  King’s College, Alicante 
currently uses three of the biggest examination boards 
for all its exams:  Cambridge International Examinations, 
Edexcel and AQA.  The exams are marked on a 5 or 6 
point scale as shown in the table below:

AS Level

A

B

C

D

E

U

A Level

A*

A

B

C

D

E

U

AS Level

Pass

Fail

Compulsory Studies

University Preparation
All Year 12 and Year 13 students attend University 
Preparation classes. This course has been specifically 
designed to ensure that students make informed choices 
about their future education and careers as well as making 
sure they go to university with the correct skills. Lessons 
will take place all year and cover study skills, formal writing, 
personal welfare, living away from home and applying to 
university.

English Language course
As A Level examinations are taken in English it is important 
that all students continue to improve the level of their 
English. Those students for whom English is not their first 
language and who are not taking A Level English Language 
and Literature will receive weekly lessons preparing them 
for the Cambridge First or Advanced Certificate.
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Spanish University Entrance

There are several options for students looking to study 
in Spain. There are an increasing number of universities 
offering courses taught in English and some allow students 
to take modules in Spanish and English. 

Under Spanish Law, A Level examinations entitle students 
to direct access to Spanish universities, furthermore 
they can still use the results of a maximum of two ‘parte 
especifica’ exams to increase their final score in high 
demand degrees.

The system for access to Spanish university has changed 
recently and is constantly under review. At the time of 
writing this prospectus A Level examinations on their own 
are sufficient for our pupils to be able to access Spanish 
universities. If they are planning to apply to university in 
Spain, or even think there is a small chance they may want 
to, preparing for two of these subjects is compulsory. The 
Spanish authorities convert A Level and AS results and 
predictions into a grade that is the equivalent of the Fase 
General de Selectividad: ie. up to a maximum of 10. In order 
to differentiate between applicants for particularly popular 
courses, whether they have direct access through a foreign 
system or study and pass the Spanish Bachillerato, students 
are able to take optional exams and use the results of two 
of these to increase their final score.  We offer a range 
of subjects, taught in Spanish, to help prepare our Sixth 
Formers for these exams. These grades can potentially lift 
all applicants up to a maximum score of 14.  

The British Curriculum 

There are more than 300 universities or colleges in the 
UK, offering tens of thousands of course combinations.  

Applications are started in Term 2 of Year 12 and sent in 
the first term of Year 13 through UCAS: www.ucas.com 
(Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) . These 
are done online and you can apply to a maximum of five 
Universities/Institutions.  As well as your details and a 
personal statement, the UCAS form will carry details of 
your IGCSE and AS results, plus a reference about you 
from the school, which includes predictions of the grades 
you are likely to obtain at A Level.  

If an institution is impressed by your UCAS form, it will send 
you an offer of a place conditional upon obtaining certain 
stated A level grades. You are allowed to accept and hold a 
maximum of two offers. The final decision regarding which 
institution you actually attend will be taken when A level 
results are published in August. Degree courses start in late 
September or early October.

King’s teachers help applicants at every stage of 
the process with completion of forms and personal 
statements, plus interview practice if necessary.

Entrance to university  
in the UK, Spain and other 
parts of the world

Other European Systems

Across Europe there are 1000s of courses taught through 
the medium of English. Countries such as the Netherlands, 
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and Sweden offer an 
economical alternative to the UK and Spain.

Very few European countries run a centralised admissions 
system like the UK. Students apply to individual 
universities. Applications often require a letter of 
motivation and a CV from the student, plus a letter of 
recommendation from the school. For courses taught in 
English students may need to provide evidence of their 
level of English, either through a good GCSE grade, IELTS 
or Cambridge language exams (advanced or proficiency).

Application dates vary across countries and universities, but 
most are between December and February.

GCSE

‘A’ Level

UCAS points

5 GCSEs Grade A*–C

2 ‘A’ Levels Grade A*–E

Minimum of 140 UCAS 
points

Total UCAS Points

140
160
180
200
220
240
260
280
300
320
340
360
380
400
420
440
460
480
500
520
540
560
580
600
620

If you are taking AS or A Level exams the minimum 
requirements to access universities in Spain are:

Spanish Equivalent

5,0
5,2
5,4
5,6
5,8
6,0
6,2
6,4
6,6
6,8
7,0
7,2
7,4
7,6
7,8
8,0
8,2
8,4
8,6
8,8
9,0
9,2
9,4
9,6
9,8
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Seeking the advice of the Sixth Form Guidance team is a good 
place to start when thinking about university. There is also a 
great deal of information available via the internet which will 
help students think not only about which courses suit them 
but also what it is like to live in different parts of the world, 
how much it all costs, transport and culture..

THE BRITISH SYSTEM

Degree Length
A Bachelor’s Degree (BA, BSc, BEng, etc) can be obtained 
by a minimum of three years of study at more than 300 
universities or colleges. Some degree courses in England 
and Wales last four years, the extra year being spent in paid 
practical training (sandwich programmes) or as a year abroad 
if studying a Modern Language.  Degrees in Scotland take a 
minimum of four years.

 Financial Considerations.
In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, students who 
are European Union citizens can apply for a loan from the 
UK government to pay the £9000 per year contribution 
to tuition. This loan is repaid after graduation when the 
student begins to earn over £21500 per year at the rate of 
9% on earnings beyond £21500, which is not touched.

EU Students in Scotland do not pay a contribution towards 
tuition fees. EU students studying in Wales are entitled to 
a non-repayable tuition fee grant of £5,190 from the Welsh 
Government (subject to terms and conditions). They can 
also apply for a repayable tuition fee loan that covers the 
remaining £3,810.

Helpful Information
An introductory guide to the principal foreign higher educational systems 
for King’s College Alicante students and parents.

Students from outside the EU are classed as international 
applicants and must pay the whole cost of tuition, this can 
be from £9,000-£25,000 (the latter being for medicine).

Universities estimate that living and travelling expenses 
are about £7700 to £11500 per 9-10 month academic year 
depending on your lifestyle and, most importantly, where 
you live (central London is most expensive).

Very few sponsorships or scholarships are available to help 
students to finance their first year at a British university.  
Universities and colleges publish information about possible 
sources of financial support.

Studies
Some British degrees cover one subject (eg. BSc in 
Chemistry), but there are many dual subject degrees and, 
increasingly, triple and even liberal arts combinations are 
offered. The Erasmus Programme is very popular, and many 
degree courses have links to non-EU countries (eg. USA) too.

Class sizes at British universities and colleges are relatively 
small and a mixture of lectures, seminars and tutorials are 
commonly given, plus practical work where relevant. Many 
language, engineering and certain other degree courses 
also involve practical experience outside the University 
itself which may extend the length of the course from the 
normal three years to four. (NB. Medicine and certain other 
subjects will take even longer).

Repeating a year of study, or transferring from one institution 
to another, are both comparatively rare. Some universities, 
however, are changing their attitudes about this.  

Most British universities have their own optional halls 
(student residences) and, for any student, a room in a hall 
of residence is the ideal way to meet people and make new 
friends in the first year.  You may then prefer to make your 
own living arrangements for your other years of study. Life 
at a British university is very rich in terms of social, sporting, 
cultural and political clubs and societies.

THE SPANISH SYSTEM

Financial Considerations
Spanish universities charge a registration fee and tuition 
fees. They charge per module/credit and these do vary. The 
current average for an EU student at a state university is 
1000€. Obviously private universities are more expensive. 
Students should check with individual universities to find 
out tuition fees.

Entrance Procedures
There are approximately 80 universities in Spain that offer 
degree studies. Some of these institutions are funded by 
the government but there are also a number of private 
institutions. Degrees in Spain take between three and four 
years. There is no centralised system of application. The 
deadline dates for Spanish applications vary widely. Private 
universities tend to take applications earlier than state 
universities. Students need to check individual universities for 
exact dates.
A growing number of Spanish universities have their own 
entrance examinations. These are used in conjunction with 
predicted A Level grades. Often a reference from the school 
is required.

OTHER INFORMATION

Attendance
Attendance at school and at every timetabled lesson or 
activity is compulsory.  All requests for time off during 
term time must be notified to the Headteacher in writing 
in advance. Requests to miss school will be treated on an 
individual basis and generally cannot be supported unless 
in extraneous circumstances. Students requiring time out of 
school to deal with visas and other official documentation 
are also required to request permission from the school in 
advance.

It is important to understand that the A Level examinations 
are externally set and marked. This is different to other 
educational systems. This means that student must be 
available to sit the exams on the date published. AS and A 
Level examinations cannot be rearranged. If a student does 
not sit the examination, they will fail that subject

Independent Study
The key to success at A Level is not just completing 
homework but undertaking independent study to revise 
past concepts, practise exam-style question or undertake 
research or further investigation into a topic for a particular 
subject.  

The structure of the A Level programme means that 
all students will have time periods where they are not 
timetabled to be in a taught lesson, these are known as 
study periods. Most students will have 3-6 study periods a 
week depending on their number of A Levels.

For most students this will be the first time in their 
school career where they are not in a teacher-led 
lesson.  The majority of students will spend their time 
in the Independent Study Centre, with some students 
given permission to study in the Library.  Students will 
be expected to plan each of their study periods.  The 
Independent Study Centre is supervised to make sure that 
everyone has a quiet space where they can develop their 
understanding of the topics they are learning and progress 
towards their target grades.
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Subject 
Choices  
at King’s 
College  
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Why study A Level English 
Language and Literature?
English Language and English 
Literature at A Level represent a 
significant step up from GCSE both 
in terms of the number and range of 
texts to be studied, and the degree of 
sophistication demanded in terms of 
student response. The course involves 
the practice of and reflection upon 
a variety of approaches to reading 
literature and unseen multi-modal 
texts in English.  Students will learn 
how to analyse from a linguistic and 
literary perspective, a range of texts 
including novels, poetry, drama, 
emails, weblogs, travel writing and 
letters from a range of historical 
periods and a range of contexts.  The 
course seeks to develop an open-
minded, engaged and sensitive 
response to the worlds of experience 
and imagination, as well as instilling an 
intellectual rigour which is extremely 
highly valued by the most competitive 
universities.

How is the course structured?
Themes and ideas will be explored in 
an extended set text and language 
and form analysed with particular 
focus upon the construction of voice in 
writing. Moving into Year 2, students 
will examine the social, political and 

historical contexts underlying two set 
texts, together with an evaluation of 
their critical reception, and, in doing 
so, develop and refine their personal 
response to what they read.  As well 
as formal analysis, there is a creative 
coursework unit for both Year 1 and 
2 where a focus upon a literary genre 
leads into an imaginatively re-working 
and re-shaping of the genre by the 
student to explore, for instance, 
different perspectives within the text. 
Much of the work in the Sixth Form 
follows the pattern of reading which 
students are expected to prepare 
independently in their own time; this 
reading will form the basis for lively 
discussion and debate in class, often 
leading to the writing of an essay in 
which students are required to draw 
together their ideas.

Taking A Level English Language 
and Literature further 
An A Level in English Language and 
Literature can be useful in any future 
career involving communication or 
writing, such as journalism, marketing 
or advertising. The reading element 
of the course will give students the 
analytical grounding for careers such 
as law, teaching, politics or publishing. 
English A Level will prepare students 
for any degree that involves writing 
essay, that is nearly all degrees.

English Language and 
Literature

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: A*-B  in First Language 
GCSE and A*-B in English Literature 
GCSE

Why study A Level Mathematics?
Studying A Level Mathematics is an 
excellent choice whatever future 
plans the students have. This is 
because mathematics combines well 
with almost all other subjects and is 
highly regarded for entry into higher 
education courses. The course of 
study is flexible and is split between 
Pure Mathematics and Applied 
Mathematics. The aims of the course 
are not only to extend the range of 
mathematical skills and techniques 
and use them in more difficult, 
unstructured problems, but also to 
develop the ability to reason logically 
and recognise incorrect reasoning and 
use mathematics as an effective means 
of communication.

How is the course structured?
The course combines Pure 
Mathematics and Applied Mathematics 
in the ratio 2:1. The topics studied 
include:

Pure Mathematics - Algebra, 
Coordinate Geometry, Calculus, 
Trigonometry, Vectors and 
Numerical Methods.
Applied Mathematics - Decision, 
Mechanics or Statistics.

 

Taking A Level Mathematics further  
Apart from the opportunities 
presented in the highly regarded 
field of study of Mathematics, it is 
also important to a wide range of 
other careers across the globe. Many 
degree courses at university require 
numerical skills and Mathematics 
is often a prerequisite for entry to 
Science and Engineering courses. 
The types of careers which lead on 
from Mathematics include finance, 
computing, mathematical biology, 
engineering, teaching and Lecturing, 
Statistics and business. 

A Level Mathematics require excellent 
maths skills and as such students are 
required to have a high A grade (80%) 
at GCSE in order to begin the A Level 
Mathematics course.

Further Mathematics 
(Edexcel, Requirement A*-A 
AS or A2 Mathematics) 

Further Mathematics is available to 
students who achieve a Grade A at AS 
Level. It is beneficial to students who 
wish to study mathematics at degree 
level, or progress onto engineering 
degrees or jobs.

Mathematics

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: A*-A GCSE Mathematics 
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Why study A Level Biology?
The Biology A Level syllabus covers 
aspects including contemporary 
issues, with compulsory study of all 
units. It is often combined with other 
Sciences or Mathematics, but can also 
be combined with Arts or Humanities 
to provide breadth of study. Year 1 
covers general topics with links to the 
life sciences whereas Year 2 is more 
demanding and addresses complex 
ideas in Biology, as well as recent ideas 
and developments.

How is the course structured?
Biology requires a combination of 
learning, analytical and practical skills. 
These needs are addressed by varied 
student centred learning, involving 
individual and group practicals, 
discussions, projects, demonstrations, 
workshops, exam practise and 
traditional teaching. Both theoretical 
and practical Biology are assessed 
through written examinations.  Topics 
include

Cells and Biological techniques 
Mammalian and Plant transport 
systems
Disease and Immunity
Microscopy, fieldwork techniques 
and the use of statistics in Biology
Selection and Evolution
Biodiversity and Conservation

Biotechnology
Aspects of Human Reproduction

Taking A Level Biology further
Biology prepares students for higher 
education courses in all fields of 
medicine and health (including 
Dentistry, Pharmacology and 
Physiotherapy). It is also suitable for 
those intending to study Sport and 
Sport Science, Environmental and 
Land Management, Biotechnology and 
Microbiology.

Biology

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: A*-B at GCSE  
Biology 

Why study A Level Chemistry?
The Chemistry A Level syllabus 
covers aspects of Chemistry including 
contemporary issues, to a high 
standard, with compulsory study of all 
units. It is often combined with other 
Sciences or Mathematics, but can also 
be combined with Arts or Humanities 
to provide breadth of study.

How is the course structured?
Chemistry requires a combination of 
learning, analytical and practical skills. 
These needs are addressed by varied 
student centred learning, involving 
individual and group practicals, 
discussions, projects, demonstrations, 
workshops, exam practise and 
traditional teaching. Both theoretical 
and practical Chemistry are assessed 
through written examinations. Module 
topics include

Atomic Structure and Bonding           
Reaction Kinetics and Energetics
Reversible Reactions and Dynamic 
Equilibrium
Periodic Trends in the Periodic Table
Calculating Amount of Substance
The Organic Chemistry of Alkanes, 
Alkenes, Alcohols, Carbonyls and 
Aromatics
Transition Metals and Complex Ions
 

Taking A Level Chemistry further 
Chemistry prepares students for 
degree courses and further training 
and employment in a variety of 
areas including, Pharmacy, Medicine, 
Chemical Engineering, Agrochemicals 
and Environmental Studies. It is a 
useful preparation for a Science 
degree and would be useful for 
students intending to enter industrial 
and management training programmes 
(e.g. medical or environmental 
laboratory work).

Chemistry

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: A*-B at GCSE Chemistry 
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Why study A Level Physics?
The syllabus covers aspects of Physics 
including contemporary issues to a 
high standard, with compulsory study 
of all units. Year 1 covers a range of 
topics linked to the Physical Sciences, 
whereas Year 2 focusses on the more 
complex Physical concepts. It is often 
combined with other Sciences or 
Mathematics, but can also be combined 
with Arts or Humanities to provide 
breadth of study.

How is the course structured?
Physics requires a combination of 
learning, analytical and practical skills. 
These needs are addressed by varied 
student centred learning, involving 
individual and group practicals, 
discussions, projects, demonstrations, 
workshops, exam practise and 
traditional teaching. Topics include:

Mechanics and Materials
Electricity, Waves and Light
Further Mechanics, Electricity and 
Magnetism and Particle Physics
Thermal Physics, Nuclear Physics, 
Oscillations, Cosmology and 
Astrophysics
Investigative and Practical Skills
 

Taking A Level Physics further 
Physics prepares students for degree 
courses and further training and 
employment in a variety of areas 
including engineering, information 
technology, electronics, control 
systems, robotics, space research, 
medical technology, construction and 
architecture. As part of a non-science 
curriculum it gives an understanding 
of how and why modern technology 
functions.

Physics

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in GCSE Physics 

Why study A Level Spanish?
Spanish is the third most spoken 
language in the world, with over 400 
million speakers.  There are some 
variations of vocabulary and accent 
between and within countries, but 
the Spanish students learn (Castilian, 
based on the province of Castille) as 
it is the language common to most 
Spanish speaking countries.  Spanish 
beyond GCSE becomes considerably 
more challenging. Above all, students 
stop talking about themselves and 
develop the skills needed to discuss a 
wide range of topical issues. We help 
them to prepare for this in a variety of 
ways.

How is the course structured?
At King’s College, Alicante, we have 
native and non-native Spanish 
Speakers and so we offer two routes 
through A Level Spanish. International 
students can take the traditional route 
of studying the A Level over two years, 
sitting AS in Year 12 and A2 in Year 
13. Spanish students may study the 
whole A Level in one year, sitting both 
the AS and A2 at the end of Year 12. 

These students in Year 13 will continue 
to practise their formal Spanish 
skills in preparation for university. 
AS topics include youth culture and 
concerns, health and fitness, tourism 
and environmental issues, education, 
and employment. Year 13 develops 
students’ language skills and looks at 
topics including international events, 
religion and beliefs, and cultural 
topics.

Taking A Level Spanish further
Having the qualification A Level 
Spanish will be of great benefit for 
anyone seeking work in Spain or 
South America, work as a Spanish 
translator or, indeed, anyone hoping 
to study Spanish or other European 
languages in higher education. Some 
careers: linguistics, translation, travel 
and tourism and any university course 
in Spain.  With international trade 
getting ever stronger some major 
international companies require 
their employees to speak a second 
language.

Spanish

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in IGCSE 
Spanish 
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Why study A Level French?
The A Level course is designed to 
encourage students to develop 
an interest in, and enthusiasm for 
language learning. They will learn 
to become effective and confident 
communicators, clearly using French 
for a range of purposes. Over the 
two year course they will develop 
an awareness and understanding of 
the contemporary society, cultural 
background and heritage of countries 
or communities where French is 
spoken.

How is the course structured?
In Year 1 topics students will prepare 
for oral assessments, during which 
they are expected to defend and justify 
their opinions and respond to a range 
of questions.  There are also listening 
and writing exams.  In Year 2 students 
will be examined on their translation 
skills as well as their essay writing 
skills, linked to an area of interest of 
the student.

Taking A Level French further 
Learners should recognise that their 
linguistic knowledge, understanding 
and skills help them to take their place 
in a multilingual global society and 
also provide them with a suitable basis 
for further study and practical use of 
French. Students will also find French 
A Level useful if they progress to 
careers or course in internal relations, 
development and many areas of media.

French

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in IGCSE 
French 

Why study A Level German?
The A Level course is designed to 
encourage students to develop 
an interest in, and enthusiasm for 
language learning. They will learn 
to become effective and confident 
communicators, clearly using German 
for a range of purposes. Over the 
two year course they will develop 
an awareness and understanding of 
the contemporary society, cultural 
background and heritage of countries 
or communities where German is 
spoken.

How is the course structured?
In Year 1 topics students will prepare 
for oral assessments, during which 
they are expected to defend and justify 
their opinions and respond to a range 
of questions.  There are also listening 
and writing exams.  In Year 2 students 
will be examined on their translation 
skills as well as their essay writing 
skills, linked to an area of interest of 
the student.

Taking A Level German further 
Learners should recognise that their 
linguistic knowledge, understanding 
and skills help them to take their place 
in a multilingual global society and 
also provide them with a suitable basis 
for further study and practical use of 
German. Students will also find German 
A Level useful if they progress to 
careers or course in internal relations, 
development and many areas of media.

German

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in IGCSE 
German
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Why study A Level Business 
Studies?
Students learn to understand and 
appreciate the nature and scope of 
business, and the role of business 
in society. They will develop critical 
understanding of organisations, the 
markets they serve and the process 
of adding value. This should involve 
consideration of the internal workings 
and management of organisations 
and, in particular, the process of 
decision-making in a dynamic external 
environment. They will become more 
aware that business behaviour can 
be studied from the perspective of 
a range of stakeholders including 
customer, manager, creditor, owner/
shareholder and employee. They 
increase their awareness of the 
economic, environmental, ethical, 
governmental, legal, social and 
technological issues associated 
with business activity. Skills that are 
developed include decision-making 
and problem solving in the light of 
evaluation and the quantification and 
management of information, where 
appropriate.

How is the course structured?
Lessons will cover a variety of topics 
including ideas such as product 
development, tax and inflation, 

employment, and types of business. 
In class students will be asked to work 
in groups, take notes, read business 
related articles and present ideas. 
There is no coursework; Business 
Studies is 100% examined.  Papers 
1 and 2 are examined through a 
selection of essays, data response 
questions and case studies. Paper 3 
comprises the application, analysis 
and evaluation of business knowledge 
to a case study with the aim of testing 
students’ business decision making 
skills.

Students are also likely to participate 
in the International Achievers 
Programme where they will set up 
a business and export to a partner 
school

Taking A Level Business Studies 
further 
There are 100s of different business 
related university courses, many 
allowing students to specialise. A Level 
Business Studies will prepare students 
for a wide range of occupations 
including marketing, HRM, accounting 
and self-employment.

Business Studies

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*-B in IGCSE 
Business

Why study A Level Economics?
A Level Economics provides an 
overview of microeconomic and 
macroeconomic issues and an 
understanding of the economic 
choices that individuals, firms, and 
governments face. It also introduces 
the concept of scarcity and the 
working process of a market economic 
system. Topics include commodity 
prices, health care, monopolies, 
inflation, unemployment, economic 
growth, international trade, fiscal and 
monetary policy.  Words, numbers and 
diagrams are used to explore most 
topics and there is a strong emphasis 
on linguistic accuracy.

How is the course structured?
Two themes are studied in the first 
year: ‘Introduction to markets and 
market failure’ and ‘The UK economy 
-performance and policies’.  In the 
second year an additional two themes 
are studied: ‘Business behaviour 
and the labour market’ and ‘A global 
perspective’. The course presupposes 
an interest in current affairs and 
students are expected to access 
quality media on a regular basis to 
keep themselves informed.  There is 
no coursework; Economics is 100% 
examined through a combination 
of multiple choice questions, data 
response questions and structured 
essays.  

Taking A Level Economics further 
A Level Economics is highly regarded 
by universities and combines well with 
Geography, Mathematics and Business.  
It can help to prepare students for 
careers in finance, banking, insurance, 
government, commercial law and 
journalism.  While it is not always 
necessary to have studied Economics A 
Level in order to study it at university, 
it is definitely an advantage.  Note that 
most Economics degree courses in the 
UK require students to have studied 
Mathematics at A Level.

Economics

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*-B in Maths and 
A*-C in English Language GCSE or 
A*-C in English Literature GCSE
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Why study A Level Art and 
Design?
Students will continue to develop 
skills learnt during KS4 but in 
addition they explore materials 
and processes in more depth.  The 
emphasis is on developing as an 
independent learner and exploring 
materials and processes that 
they are interested in. The course 
stimulates interest, enjoyment and 
personal enrichment as well as 
introducing artistic exploration and 
an appreciation of art history.

How is the course structured?
A Level Art and Design requires 
an understanding of form and 
composition and a willingness to 
try new techniques. Students will 
work independently to prepare 
coursework with encouragement 
and individual feedback from the 
teacher. Exploration of techniques 
and artists is encouraged throughout 
Year 1 and Year 2.  Successful 
Art students gain lifelong skills, 
including:

communication skills, especially 
the ability to communicate 
concepts and feelings
the ability and confidence to 
experiment, be innovative, 
intuitive and imaginative

research and evaluation skills
an appreciation of practical 
problems and how to solve these

Assessment at the end of Year 1 is 
done through internally assessed 
coursework based on a theme 
chosen by the student and a 15 hour 
controlled test. At the end of Year 
2 students submit a more extensive 
and in depth coursework project and 
a 3500 word personal study based 
on an area of art or design which is 
of interest to the student. These are 
externally assessed.

Taking A Level Art and Design 
further
Progression at university could 
include Fine Art, Fashion Design, 
Photography, Communication, 
Graphic Design, Architecture, Art 
History or Print.  Most students will 
complete a Foundation Course in 
Art and Design before beginning 
a specialised degree. With further 
training or study, students go into 
careers including: advertising, 
marketing, graphic design, interior 
design, product design, photography, 
crafts, illustration, architecture, 
animation, fine art, film and theatre.

Art & Design

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

CIE

AS Level: Grade A*–B in GCSE  
Art & Design

Why study A Level Geography?
A Level Geography covers a variety 
of topics, some of which students 
will have studied before, all of which 
they will have a basic knowledge of 
already. The course covers both the 
physical and human environments and 
the complex interaction of processes 
that shape our world. It is structured 
to include the ´best bits´ of the 
GCSE course and at the end of Year 1 
the first examination sat will closely 
resemble the GCSE format. The A Level 
course allows students to study fewer 
topics in more detail. The content is 
relevant and up to date with what is 
happening in the world around us. 
This A Level includes an opportunity 
to attend a week long residential 
fieldtrip in the Spring term. Previous 
destinations have been the UK and 
Barcelona. The cost of the field trip to 
students is between 300€ and 500€ 
and, whilst not essential to the course, 
it is highly recommended that students 
choosing Geography at A Level attend 
as it allows them to complete the 
fieldwork requirement of the course.

How is the course structured?
Both Year 1 and Year 2 are 100% exam 
assessed. There are four exams in 
total, two are sat at the end of Year 1 
and a further two are sat at the end of 

Year 2. Students will study a range of 
topics, some of which include:

Physical topics - Crowded Coasts, 
Energy Security, Water Conflicts, 
Tectonic Activity and Hazards.
Human topics - Globalisation, 
Rebranding Places, Superpower 
Geographies, Bridging the 
Development Gap and The 
Technological Fix.

Taking A Level Geography further
Geography combines well with 
both arts and science subjects, in 
particular History, Business Studies 
and Economics. For example, for 
careers in sustainability and green 
issues, urban regeneration, energy 
supply, retail location, managing the 
effects of hazards and climate change 
Geography is an obvious choice. It is 
also a good choice for careers and 
courses in the world of business, law, 
human rights, international relations, 
welfare and medicine.

Geography

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in  
GCSE Geography
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Why study A Level History?
Students will not just learn History, 
but construct it, as real historians do, 
gaining a realisation that History is 
not what happened in the past, but 
our interpretation of what happened 
in the past, and as such is constantly 
changing. The course allows students 
to develop the ability to scrutinise, 
analyse and deconstruct contemporary 
sources, forming and supporting 
their own opinion on events and 
characters from the past. Above all 
we will explore the past through the 
eyes of those people who actually 
lived it, to assess controversial issues 
and debates, to not just learn, but 
to investigate, and to put forward 
our own arguments supported by 
evidence. History at A Level places far 
more responsibility on the shoulders 
of students, with class time being 
used for discussion and skills based 
activities rather than reading and 
noting. Students need to be prepared 
to take an active role in class. 

How is the course structured?
There are 2 modules studied in Year 
1, both modules are examined at the 
end of Year 13. The coursework will 
comprise of two essays totalling 4000 
words and will be completed in class. 
A Level History will investigate four 

different topics across Year 1 and 
Year 2.  Periods of history studied 
may include The British Empire, the 
creation of the USA, World War II and 
European dictators 1918-1941.

Assessment is 100% examination 
based, with two examinations at AS 
and four at A Level. 

Taking A Level History further
Most careers are open to a History 
graduate, which is one reason why 
it remains one of the most popular 
degrees to study. History students 
are much in demand as the subject 
develops essential transferable 
skills such as the ability to construct 
complex arguments, to interpret 
and decipher important information. 
History is suitable for a wide variety 
of careers, including Politics, Law, 
Journalism, News Broadcasting, 
Museum and Archaeological work, 
Teaching and Lecturing, the Civil 
Service and Business Management.

History

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

CIE

AS Level: Grade A*–B in GCSE History 
and Grade A*–C in GCSE English

Why study A Level Computing?
On the Computing A Level course 
students develop a general 
understanding and perspective about 
the use of computer technology and 
systems, which inform our decisions 
and support participation in an 
increasingly technologically dependent 
society. Students will develop their 
knowledge and understanding of 
computing through entry to higher 
education, where this qualification will 
provide a useful foundation for further 
study of computing or more specialist 
aspects of computing.

How is the course structured?
Students are provided with the 
necessary skills and knowledge 
to seek employment in areas that 
utilise computing. They will develop 
programming skills and learn how 
to manage a computing project. The 
course studies the language of Visual 
Basic and Phython.  Topics covered 
include computing hardware and 
software, practical programming 
language, further computer theory 
and Computing project based on a real 
end user.

Taking A Level Computing further 
There is a growing demand for 
professionals who are qualified in 

computing, in particular finance, 
business and education sectors. 
Careers which specialise in ICT 
include programmer, developer, 
administrator (Systems, Network, 
Database), managers (Information, IT, 
Project, Security), analyst (Software 
Implementation, Computer System), 
Engineer (Computer, Software, 
Software Support, technicians, 
consultant, designer (Web, Graphic).

Due to the mathematical nature of 
computing students intending to take 
A Level Computing will be required 
to have GCSE Maths with at least a B 
grade

Computer Science

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

AQA

AS Level: Grade A*-C in GCSE 
Mathematics, Grade A*–B in GCSE 
Computing 
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Why study A Level Psychology?
Students develop an appreciation of 
the scientific nature of psychology. 
They will learn to engage in 
contemporary debates through 
an understanding of research. 
They will learn about practical 
psychology through a series of short 
experiments and tests.

How is the course structured?
In class lessons are a mixture of 
lecture style and classroom tasks. 
Each topic requires some type of 
practical psychology linked to the 
theory covered in class; students 
may end up doing memory tests 
on their classmates or carrying out 
gender difference tests.  The current 
syllabus is 100% exam assessed. In 
the exam students will not only be 
expected to remember the theory 
but also write about their practical 
work, describe it and evaluate it. 
Students will also be tested on 
their mathematical skills relating to 
psychological research.  

 

Taking A Level Psychology 
further
Since 2008 A Level Psychology has 
been classified as a Science and as 
such is recognised as a Science A 
Level by universities. It provides a 
valuable background for a variety 
of careers, e.g. management, 
personnel, sales, advertising, 
marketing, teaching, nursing, health 
and welfare fields. Some careers 
such as a professional psychologist 
may require further training and 
experience. Our students have 
taken it onto their studies of Law, 
Psychology, Art and English.

Psychology

Examination Board

Entry Requirements

Pearson Edexcel

AS Level: Grade A*–B in GCSE 
Mathematics, Grade A*-C in GCSE 
English Language 
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Beyond the 
Curriculum
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Non-Academic activities allow Sixth Formers to relax, 
develop their confidence and broaden their experience 
and understanding of what it is like to be an active 
member of the local community.

All students in Years 12 and 13 are expected to 
participate in our Enrichment Studies programme 
which runs throughout Years 12 and 13. Students will 
be able to choose from a range of activities including 
sports, community work, and practical activities 
such as scuba diving, first aid, Duke of Edinburgh 
International award, Young enterprise and debate club.

Year 12 will undertake work experience following 
the AS exams in Term 3. During the year we host 
presentations by universities and invite a series of 
speakers to talk about careers, topical issues or run 
hands-on workshops. Enrichment activities are one 
thing that admissions tutors at university all agree 
help them differentiate between otherwise equally 
qualified applicants. It’s a great opportunity to improve 
a student’s application and also to discover what real 
life is like.

Sixth Form Enrichment
In an increasingly competitive world, we understand the  
importance of helping to develop well rounded individuals  
who can set themselves apart from the crowd, and who will  
be able to achieve and surpass their ambitions. 

“Duke of Edinburgh is 
a great way to discover 
what you are actually 
capable of as an 
individual and as part of 
a team”

Miss Robinson,  
Director of Sixth Form 
and DofE Coordinator
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Just after Easter, we hold elections for the two most 
senior student positions, those of Head Boy and Head 
Girl. Any Y12 student is able to nominate themselves 
for election to these positions. Every Sixth Former 
and every teacher is then able to vote on who they 
believe will do the best job of representing the entire 
student body as Head Boy or Head Girl. Successful 
candidates are then interviewed by members of 
the school’s senior management and our Advisory 
Council. Other positions are also available with 
specific responsibilities for different areas of the 
school.

The Student Leadership structure is shown  
in the diagram below:

Leadership
We encourage our Sixth Form Students to play an active role in our 
community by making positions of responsibility available to Year 12 and 
Year 13 students. This, we believe, offers them a genuine ‘pupil voice’ to 
help shape the future of our school in conjunction with teaching staff and 
the College Leadership Group.

Deputy Head Boy
(Head of Charities)

Charity Committee

Deputy Head Girl
(Head of Student Council)

Primary/Secondary 
Council

ECO Schools 
Leader

Deputy Head Girl
(Head of Buddies)

Assistant Head of 
Buddies

Head Boy and Head Girl

Deputy Head Boy
(Head of Houses)

Senior House Captains

“Attitudes to learning are 
excellent and pupils take 
increasing responsibility 
for their own learning.”

ISI Inspection, 2014

As well as the Sixth Form Leadership team 
pupils have the opportunity to participate in the 
Student Council, Charity Committee, be a Head 
of House and to help our younger students by 
becoming a “buddy” to a KS3 or KS4 pupil. The 
buddy programme allows our Sixth Formers the 
opportunity to meet with their mentee once a week 
and help them with areas of school life in which they 
may be struggling.
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What if two of my subject choices are in the  
same column?
It is not always possible for students to get all their first 
choice subjects. However we ensure that combinations 
required for specific degrees and careers are available. 
The Director of Sixth Form is available to help 
students who are unsure of their choices and subjects 
they may or may not require in the future.

How can I choose my subjects when I don’t know what 
I want to do in the future?
Many students claim that they know what degree 
course they want to pursue only to change their minds 
the following year.  Although it is useful to have a 
clear idea it is much better to study subjects that you 
enjoy and that you can do well at. Knowing your 
strengths and weaknesses and making decisions that are 
informed and realistic is part of being a Sixth Form 
student. If you are not good at Maths and Science 
then aiming for a career in Medicine would be foolish, 
however attractive the prestige of being a doctor 
seems.  In short, know your strengths and play to them. 
The Sixth Form Guidance Team can help students 
research their choices and advise them through the 
myriad of choices

Can I do an extra AS course in Year 13?
It may be possible to pick up an AS subject in Year 
13 depending on the timetable. However, you must 
think carefully about your suitability to begin a new 
subject, and you must also consider that Year 13 is a 
pressurised final year in which you not only have to 
complete your A2 courses, but also make informed 
decisions about your future plans. Consequently, 
you will need to ask yourself whether you have the 

Frequently Asked Questions

time top pick up another subject and whether your 
A2 grades will suffer as a result. The Director of 
Sixth Form will look at options with students on an 
individual basis and make the final decision.

Can I take an A level in a subject I have not studied  
at GCSE?
Some students have successfully completed A Level 
subjects that they have not studied previously, although 
the decisions to do so is one which must be considered 
carefully in consultation with the appropriate Head of 
Department. The final outcome, however, is decided at 
your enrolment interview.

Can I change courses during the academic year?
Making informed and carefully considered choices 
before you choose your A Level courses is crucial and 
that is why you will be asked to attend an interview 
with your parents before the term begins. Any change 
beyond this stage is not recommended.

How much harder are A levels than (I)GCSEs?
The ‘A’ in A Level stands for advanced, so all subjects 
at this level are challenging. Many students undergo 
a period of transition in the first couple of months of 
Year 12.  All staff, however, are aware of this and can 
help you develop your expertise within that subject.  
Obviously the higher your GCSE result the easier you 
will find an Advanced Level course. Having to cope 
with disappointments is something that we have to 
face sometime in our lives.  Crucially all students are 
encouraged to have a ‘plan B’. If this fails, careers staff 
will be able to advise you regarding possible options.

If you have any questions that are not answered here, 
please contact us and we will be happy to answer them 
for you.
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