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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021!

Term two is now well and truly underway and our pupils in Y13 are already 

very busy with the serious business of mock exams.  Y11 also face their 

second round of mocks at the end of this month, as final preparations ramp 

up for IGCSE or A-Level.  In Years 7-9, whilst these more formal exams may 

seem a long way off for many of our pupils, performance in assessments, 

formal or informal, are important to help them to reflect on which bits of 

their learning are secure and which they may need to go back to and 

address again to really make sure they understand.  Teachers use these 

small snippets of information to feedback on pupil progress, to adjust their 

teaching each lesson, and to help to guide pupils and parents when 

important decisions have to be made about where to go next. This granular 

data allow them to form a bigger picture of the learner in question and how 

we may help them to succeed.

With the above in mind therefore it 's important that we are conscious of the 

choices our children make each day in and out of school and talk to them 

about them. Decisions are a part of everyday life that our youngsters may 

not always consciously consider, but all too often they have a long-lasting 

impact on their experiences or futures.  At the very least, the choices they 

A Level Choices
A parent 's guide to helping your 
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make demonstrate, in a very public way, what is and what 

isn't important to them as individuals, and therefore how 

they are seen by the world.  Deciding to do something, or 

not to do something, confirms to them and those around 

them exactly what they believe in or hold dear.  Eventually, it 

begins to define them.

Moving away from the abstract for the moment, there is a 

more concrete choice that pupils in Years 9 and 11 are facing 

as we speak; they are about to start to consider the optional 

subjects they  wish to study when they move on to IGCSE or 

A-Level next year.  These are big decisions with which they 

will receive support and guidance from you, their parents, 

their teachers, and the specialist staff here in school.  These 

decisions will, of course, have an impact on their future, but 

not in the irreversible way some parents and pupils often 

fear they will; this is discussed in more detail in this 

newsletter and in the options literature you will be receiving 

this month.

I would like to briefly consider however, what are arguably 

even more important decisions that your children choose to 

make each and every day in school.  It 's possible that these 

smaller choices have more impact, and shape a child's 

future far more, than whether or not they study Business 

Studies or Economics. How you, as parents, react to those 

choices also defines the adult your children will become. The 

choice to attend school each day, for example, and then to 

give one hundred percent to every piece of work that is 

completed, may not always guarantee a top grade, but 

creates successful, reliable and tenacious adults who 

demonstrate a great work ethic;  the choice to do the right 

thing when misplaced loyalty and a friend's encouragement 

may lead them down an unfortunate path, not only impacts 

on progress but also on how a child is viewed by the school, 

its peers, and eventually itself.  The choice to not ignore that 

person who is being unpleasant to another pupil, but to take 

some action by reporting it so the victim can escape the 

torment of his peers, creates individuals who stand up for 

what is right and have the courage of their convictions.  And 

the brave choice to not suffer in silence but trust in 

somebody if they are experiencing a difficult situation here 

in school or at home, is a choice to put themselves first, 

understand their self worth and take the first steps in 

escaping a damaging environment.

As adults, we have a duty to encourage the children in our 

care to have the courage and strength of character to make 
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the right decision when the time comes.  Ensuring 

there's the time at home, and in school, to discuss the 

impact of the choices we make is the first step, as well 

as setting boundaries and talking about what is and 

isn't morally acceptable.  Offering advice and 

guidance when these major milestones are reached 

and talking through the impact and ramifications of 

the decisions we make are also important.  But, most 

importantly, is the trust we extend to our young 

people to make the right decision when they have 

been given all the appropriate support and guidance.  

This, and the reassurance that when they do make 

the wrong choice, that 's simply a part of life, and we'll 

be there with them to help them to pick up the pieces, 

accept the consequences of their choices and have 

the strength of character to survive, move on and 

learn from the mistakes they made. This last bit is 

perhaps the most challenging when, as parents and 

carers, our instinct is to do what we can to protect 

and provide; that 's when we must also model what 

good choices look like to the young people around us, 

and avoid trying to solve every difficult situation for 

them.

If your child is in Year 9 or 11, I would encourage you 

to take the opportunity over the coming weeks to 

speak to them openly about their futures and the 

choices they are considering.  Remember, they may 

not always align with your  hopes for their future, but 

your children are individuals with their own dreams 

and, in my experience, will perform much better if 

they have a goal to work towards that they are 

passionate about.  Please do use the staff in school to 

help you navigate some of the difficult conversations 

you may be faced with between now and the end of 

the academic year and remember, that as big as 

these options decisions may seem, they are far from 

irreversible. With everything that is happening in the 

world, it is perhaps just as important to ensure our 

children are well-balanced, healthy and successful, 

regardless of the career path they choose to follow. 

With that in mind, perhaps it 's prudent to stop and 

think long and hard about our own choices, before 

jumping headfirst into a decision that may, in the end, 

do more harm than good by forcing your child down a 

path they don't want to follow; trust, as I said earlier, 

is something else that it 's good for us all to model and 

your teenager may thank you for it!
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Head of  Upper  School

I would like to start by wishing you and your family a 
happy new year. It has been lovely to welcome back 
Middle School pupils into the new year and see them 
happily go back to their daily routines and lessons and 
to see all their friends again.

As Years 7-9 worked on their 2021 
resolutions in tutor time at the beginning 
of January and displayed them in their 

form rooms I was impressed with how 
many were focused on self 

improvement and on how to 
become better 
people. The vast 
majority of these 

resolutions showed 
real determination to 

improve not only on an 
academic level but also and for 
me most importantly, on a 
personal level. It made me 
proud to see that our pupils 
are growing into a caring 
community who wants to start 

giving back and who is definitely going in the right 
direction. 

These last few weeks all KS3 pupils have been 
introduced to the concept of the ?learning pit? (see 
picture below made by a Year 7 pupil) and this concept 
has certainly struck a chord with them. It made them 
realise that results do not often come easy and that 

hard work is required to really succeed in something. 
The learning pit concept taught them that it?s normal 
to be stuck on something and feel trapped at the 
bottom of the pit for a while. More importantly, it 
taught them that when they are stuck at the bottom, 
this is when pupils are faced with a choice:  Do I give 
up and stay stuck in the pit or do I work hard, ask for 
help and give my best to eventually get out of the ?pit? 
and feel the success? The real learning, whether it be 
academic, personal or even physical, only happens as 
we finally manage to find a way out of the pit. In the 
coming weeks, we will continue to reinforce this 
concept and work on resilience building, not giving up 
when the going gets tough and making the right 
choices.

Sophia Vit t or ia?s Har ry Pot t er  St yle 
Learning Pit  (7S2)

MME. MAIRE
Subd i r ect or a de Secundar ia

A warm  welcom e back



Head of  Middle School

Talking about choices, Year 9 have started this week the exciting 

prospect of choosing their IGCSE options for Year 10. They have 

received their options booklets and are about to start a new journey 

in their school life. Whilst we are enthusiastic 

about presenting our Year 9 their future 

IGCSE subjects, we also appreciate that 

for some pupils, it can be daunting to 

make their future choices. We also 

understand that it?s not  an 

overnight decision that can be 

taken lightly and this is why the 

whole month of February will be 

dedicated to guiding our Year 9  

pupils so that they can make an 

informed decision. 

Option Assemblies, taster lessons, lessons 

on employability skills, career week, Q&A 

sessions with our career adviser and 

talking to teachers on Monitoring day 

are all part of the support we offer for 

this process. 

As parents you  have a key role to play in 

the decision-making and the general 

career path your children choose to pursue 

so  please do talk to your child about their 

dreams and aspirations. Your children will 

look to you for advice and guidance even if 

they don?t like to admit it! Whilst we 

naturally want to try and protect them 

from the mistakes we have made and lead 

them onto a secure path, we also need to 

remember that mistakes,?falling into the 

learning pit? and making their own choices 

are vital for their personal growth and 

development and will only make your 

children stronger.

Making choices



News and Updat es

7
Year

First of all I would like to wish you all a very Happy 

New Year! What a joy to be back at school after 

those three weeks of holidays. 

We have had time to recharge our batteries for the 

second term, a shorter term but with lots of 

challenges, new content to enjoy, projects to 

complete and competitions to excite and engage our 

pupils.  January has ended already and the year 

group is now well settled. It has been a short month 

but I have enjoyed getting around into classrooms to 

see many interesting activities in year 7, despite the 

strict Covid-19 regulations! 

On their return to school our enthusiastic Year 7s 

started by looking at the past and reflecting on what 

has gone well, thinking about the future and how 

they can improve including what they can work on 

and what they would like to change in their lives or 

in their habits.  You can see more of what they've 

been up to on this page.

Looking forward to seeing how else Year 7 can 

impress as we start the month of February!  Keep it 

up!

Welcom e t o Term  2!

MME. BELNA
H e a d  o f  Y e a r  S e v e n

STAR of  t he Mont h

Congrat ulat ions Riley!

Last  week Riley  
(7C2) par t icipat ed 
in a Hockey 
t ournam ent   t o 
qualify for  a place 
in t he Spanish 
Cham pionship 
which w il l  be 
played lat er  t h is 
m ont h in 
Sant ander . 

Riley is playing for  
t he U'14's - a year  
younger  t han t he 
rest ! We are 
ext rem ely proud 
of  Riley and hope 
t hat  h is hard 
work  and passion 
for  t he spor t  
cont inue!



Year  7

In PSHE lessons, year 7 students have 
been working on the skills that may 
benefit their future such as critical 
thinking, creativity, time management, 
co-ordinating with others, negotiation, 
decision making, complex problem- 
solving and flexibility. 

They have participated in the Lunar 
Hotel Challenge where they were part of a project team that had the task of designing and constructing a model 
for the first hotel on the moon. They only had 30 minutes and limited material to do it. I was really happy to see 
how well they worked on their challenge and how well they communicated with each other!

PSHE: Dream s and Goals

In a recent assembly students reflected on society, solidarity and the need to be united, particularly in such 
difficult times as those through which we are currently living. We are all part of different communities and the 
communities need to be all inclusive,  embrace and celebrate our differences and work together in everything 
we do. 

The Beloved Com m unit y

Be t he l ight  in t he darkness
27 th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp. 
Holocaust  Mem or ial Day takes place each year on 
27th January. It is an important day to encourage 
remembrance in a world scarred by genocide. It is also 
the day to remember the 6 million Jews murdered 
during the Holocaust, alongside the millions of other 
people killed under Nazi persecution. It is also the 
opportunity to remember the millions of people killed in 
other genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. 

This year, the theme is ?Be t he l ight  in t he darkness?. 
It encourages everyone to reflect on what happened in 
the past and what?s happening now in the world, but 
also the ways people resisted that darkness to be the 
light. 

Students listened to Ivor  Per l Bem , Holocaust survivor 
who was just twelve years old when he was taken to 
Auschwitz.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxSlCzOB1IY


Worked hard 

with the fitn
ess 

routine in PE! 

Excellent mini-tutorial 

to show the rest of the 

class how to produce a 

bar chart in Google 

Docs 
or 

Google 

sheets.

Looking through a past 

paper in maths, 

highlighting his weak 

areas, making notes 

around those areas... 

WOW! This is exactly 

what I want to see!

Lovely class, almost everybody engaged in the class although it was a very difficult class and lots of concentrating was needed. They asked questions and gave lovely examples. Very proud of them.

Great 
focused work during today's cover 

Year  7

Well  done!

Welcom e t o King's College Alicant e!

What  t eachers are saying...

Timetables rockstars 
competitions start again in 
February !! They are each week 
starting on Monday all the way 
to Easter. As before, there will 
be a winning form and 
individual winners from the 
forms. Good luck Year 7 ! 
(Mrs Pepper)

Tim et ables Rock  St ars

The English Department  is starting up 
the Accelerated Reader quiz competition 
again this term and you can see which 
forms are doing particularly well already ! 
If you could promote the competition at 
home too, it will help to engage and 
encourage students to do more reading. 
Well done 7S !! (Mrs Quigley)

Accelerat ed Reader
Com pet it ion

We are very happy to welcome two new students to year 7: Claudia and Rayane. To facilitate 

their incorporation to a new school environment, Rayane and Claudia can count on the support 

of the secondary teachers as well as their classmates. Welcome to KCA, Claudia and Rayane !

Ait ana, 7A1 & Uxue, 7C1

Pupils of  t he Mont h

Congratulations to you 
both on an outstanding 
attitude to learning in 
January!  Well done!

POSITIVE 
COMMENTS

19



News and Updat es

8
Year

After a long Christmas break, which was thoroughly deserved, we 
return with a feeling of hope for a better year. Although we may not 
be able to control certain situations, we can still set goals and targets 
for ourselves. After the Christmas festivities, some of you may have 
promised to never touch another Ferreo Rocher, to use the stairs and 
not the lift, or even perhaps to swap water for wine. A lot of us start a 
new year with resolutions focused on self improvement, and no doubt 
our students are the same. We began the term fresh; wiping the slate 
clean, which has been reflected in Classcharts. You may notice that 
the positive comments and sanctions are back to 0; however, it has all 
been archived, so don?t worry, past positive comments have not been 
lost. 

We started the term with making new SMART targets and reflecting on 
the past term achievements. During PSHE and tutor time, we have 
also reflected on ?Dreams and Goals? and ?Growth Mindset?. These 
topics reflect on the need to be resilient and open minded in order to 
develop and grow. For inspiration, we looked at our personal role 
models, particularly those who suffered setbacks yet showed grit and 
determination to fight back and overcome obstacles. Here are some 
examples: 

Paula Garberí López in 8S spoke about Holly Smale, the writer of the 
series ?Geek Girl?. Paula was inspired by her ability to turn her negative 
experience as a model into something positive through her writing.

Yiwei Jin from  8S chose Jackie Chan as she says, ?His dangerous 
actions and fascinating humor made him a big star of Asian action 
movies and helped him to bring Kung Fu movies into the American 
films?.  She is particularly proud of how he popularised Chinese 
culture, in an industry that was dominated by Hollywood 
blockbusters. 

Sergio Casado Payá from 8A chose J.K Rowling, the author of the 
Harry Potter series. He says, ?She faced rejection and constantly 
strived for success. She worked hard at her craft before anyone 
noticed her?.  Following on the Harry Potter theme, Sofya Rotar from 
8C, created a presentation about Emma Watson who played 
Hermione. She was inspired by her ability to overcome her struggles 
with low self esteem to not only become a successful actress but also 
an advocate for Women?s rights. 

MS. PUYAOAN
H e a d  o f  Y e a r  E i g h t

Resolut ions



St udent s of  t he Mont h

It  has not  been the easiest  start  to the year; however, through gr it  and determinat ion, I am confident  that  our 

students will succeed and do the best  they can. They have already shown great  matur ity and responsibilit y in 

their  general at t itude and behaviour in school following COVID regulat ions alongside complet ing their  studies 

and socialising with fr iends. These following students have done part icular ly well this month.

Form  Group 

Year  8Year  8

  Nicolet t a, 8S

From Ms. Pepper: Anahi has really come out of her shell in maths over these 
past weeks. She is confident enough to explain her answers, to me and to the 
whole class. But also confident enough in herself to ask for help when she 

From Sr. Pérez: Estic molt content amb el gran treball que estàs fent. Continua 
així!

From Mr. Tooby-Broome: Anahí is becoming a really active and more confident 
member of the class. She is asking more inquisitive questions and her 
understanding of complex themes has really developed.

From Mrs. Debarr-O'Donnell: Nicoletta has shown excellent commitment and 
dedication during our Dance lessons this term. She has been keen to lead her 
group and has shown great resilience when practising the new movement 
phrases. 

From Mr. Tooby-Broome: Nicoletta has shown a desire to improve and step 
outside of her comfort zone this term. She has chosen to read more challenging 
literature and as a result is understanding class material in greater depth. I have 
also been impressed by her willing participation in class discussions.

From Mrs. Doyle: Nicoletta has been very focused in maths lessons recently. 
She has made excellent progress, especially in algebra. Maths does not come 
easily to Nicoletta, yet she perseveres and has achieved outstanding results. 

Anahí, 8A

As you may know, school can be exhausting and even tedious for a student, but of course, life 
won?t be as easy as staying home and resting without worries. In this school, we are presented 
with a magnificent opportunity that, unfortunately, not all can experience. We have the 
advantage of speaking and understanding, not one, if not two of the most widely spoken 
languages in the world. Despite this, not all are advantages. Many students go through very 
complicated and stressful situations that the teachers are not aware of, greatly worsening their 
experience at school. And of course, the COVID-19 situation does not help. Everything is very 
different and confusing with all the COVID restrictions and since being with friends is the 
motivation of many students, the fact that we can no longer do it as we normally would can have 
a big impact. Although some students may have a demotivating attitude towards learning, I 
believe that we should feel privileged to be part of a school that offers us so many good aspects 
and opportunities for the future and if we all contribute we will be able to overcome this terrible 
situation.

Mont h in t he Life of  Irene, 8K



News and Updat es

9
Year

A very warm welcome back dear families! We are ready to start a new term full of challenges and surprises. 

Before I start sharing the exciting activities in which your children have been involved during January, I would like 

to share some impressive statistics that illustrate the magnitude of the effort our Y9 pupils have been 

demonstrating since the beginning of this academic year, and of which I am immensely proud! 

Almost without exception, Year 9 pupils have demonstrated an exemplary attitude and work hard every day to 

achieve their targets. As a result, they have obtained an unbelievable total of more than 4,330 positive 

comments, of which 58% have been for doing a excellent work in the full range of subjects. There is no doubt 

that this success is in part due to the collaboration between pupils, school and home, so part of their success is 

due to you, the parents!  We thank you for your support and encouragement to make them successful learners 

and fine members of our school community.  Now let 's collectively make March even better!

SR. GALVAÑ
H e a d  o f  Y e a r  N i n e

I am delighted to share that Inés Ramos has become 

our student of the month having achieved the most 

positive comments. I also want to congratulate 9S for 

being the class with the highest total number of 

positive comments this month. Special mention to 9C 

for not receiving any negative comments and for 

warmly welcoming our new student Noa Waknine.

Assemblies will continue to be an essential part of our 

Inés Ram os

Pupil of  t he Mont h

Congratulations Inés on 
the great achievement this 
month of achieving the 
most positive comments in 
Year 9POSITIVE 

COMMENTS

TOP

week in March. After the impressive effforts from last 

term, we have reorganized the program and we will 

combine days where our students 

will lead assemblies with days 

where specialist staff will help 

guide and advise our 

students on their future 

choices for their options 

for Year 10. 

This will happen on 

Wednesdays along with 

a new project focused 

on "Soft skills" and 

through which our 

students will acquire 

the necessary skills 

to study better, 

organize and plan 

more effectively.



An example of the varied activities that seek to promote 

meaningful learning through research and teamwork are 

those that Year 9 are undertaking in Sociales or 

Computing Science and featured here this month. 

In Sociales, 9S is using a website called ?Powtoon? with 

the aim of creating an animation that represents through 

cartoons, part of the history of our country. 

In Computing Science, Paula Albeza wants to share with 

us a few words about the new exciting project that they 

have started at the beginning of the term:

Year  9

?In Computer Science, we have started to learn the 

programming language of Python. It is one of the 

simplest and most well-known languages, and 

although we have just started with the basics, it seems 

very interesting. I think that the future is all in 

computer science, so I think it?s important to teach 

kids to program at around these ages so that they 

already have a hang of it later on when it is even more 

useful than now?.

Y9 have shown a lot  of  ent husiasm  and energy at  t he 

beginning of  t he t erm  in all subject s. Geography is one 

of  t hese subject s t hat  w il l  help our  pupils t o underst and 

our  wor ld and how it  works a bit  bet t er . As an exam ple, 

Mar t a Sier ras want s t o highlight  a project  t hey have 

st ar t ed in t h is subject .

"These few weeks in Geography we have been learning 

about the economy and the working sectors. There are four 

sectors: 

?Last week has been interesting because we started talking 

about industries and how they work. For example, a primary 

sector doesn?t work without the secondary sector and vice 

versa. This is because even if you have the products, you  

need to sell them. There are three key phases in an industry: 

the first one is the Pre-industrial one. The country here is 

undeveloped. In Haiti for example most of the people work 

in the primary sector and don?t get paid very much since it is 

a low-income country. The second phase is the Industrial 

one. This is when it is developing. Also when the people see 

that the other people that work in factories have more 

money and have a good life. So they decide that they want 

to work in factories too and then, there will be more people 

in the secondary sector than in the primary. The last phase 

is Post-Industrial. Here the country is finally developed and 

there is barely any primary sector. Most 

of the people go to the tertiary 

sector because they start to 

sell their products off to 

other countries 

(normally by boat). If 

the country is very 

developed, it will start 

to get two to three 

people in the 

quaternary sector?

Geography Project

- The primary sector that gets resources from the land or 

sea. 

- The secondary sector that gets the products from the 

primary sector and in a factory converts them into 

finished products, 

- The tertiary sector gives services to the community and 

sells products. 

- The quaternary sector that includes innovations to the 

community usually related to technology?.



Mrs. Hannah
Di r ect or a Ad jun t a de Secundar ia

Deput y Head of  Secondary

Entrepreneurship is one of those buzzwords that we 

habitually hear all around us with everyone seemingly 

wanting to seek it out. Not surprising really, 

considering how driven society has come to rely upon 

technology and apps. The Oxford Dictionary definition 

of an entrepreneur is, ?a person who makes money by 

starting or running businesses, especially when this 

involves taking financial risks?. However, it has come 

to mean much more than that in recent years and it 

can also be linked to the 21st century skills that we 

strive to develop in our pupils here at KCA. In my last 

article, I explained the importance of these skills in the 

Curriculum. ?Entrepreneur? often represents 

adventurous, forward-thinking, innovative, and 

creative people. It could be argued that artists were 

the original entrepreneurs, in that their work involves 

creating and executing new projects, re-imagining 

narratives and experiences, and pushing the 

boundaries of what has come before them. The 

students at KCA are no stranger to the 

entrepreneurial spirit. Whether 

creating original work, projects, or 

critically thinking and analysing 

events, problems or literature, our 

students are ambitious self-starters who never cease 

to amaze me on a daily basis. With the current 

pandemic raging on, our teachers continue to do 

everything they can to engage pupils and foster 

creative entrepreneurship under tight restrictions. 

Two pupils I have been particularly impressed with 

this term and deserve a special shout out are Paula 

Garberí López and Julia Fuentes Membrilla in tutor 

group 8S. When learning about the impact of 

globalisation, these pupils were asked to create a 

project using COVID-19 as a case study. Both students  

were eager to put their creative entrepreneurship and 

editor in chief skills to good use, and designed their 

very own magazine. The result was outstanding and 

their peers enjoyed looking at the finished article and 

were keen to ask questions about their planning 

process and decision making abilit ies. 

The increasingly com plex wor ld of  
educat ion

Well done Paula and Julia!



Mrs. Hannah
Di r ect or a Ad jun t a de Secundar ia

Deput y Head of  Secondary

Exposure to creative entrepreneurship is important in 

developing skills for the future workforce. As you will 

know, this month is a particularly important one for 

our Year 9 pupils, who will participate in a number of 

activities and events designed to support them in 

making their IGCSE course choices. Your child may or 

may not know what career they would like to follow in 

the future. Either way, these choices will start your 

child off on a career path, and the results that they 

achieve at the end of Year 11, will decide what A 

Levels they may have access to in the future. 

I would advise you to gather as much information as 

possible before making final course choices, and if 

your child does not have a career plan at this stage, 

try to take a breadth of subjects so that all options are 

kept open for A Level and further education courses.

The increasingly com plex wor ld of  
educat ion

Som e useful l inks for  pupils
You will have already been provided with information from the school to help you with the options process.  

Make sure you listen to the advice and guidance of your teachers and our careers experts in school.  If you need 

a litt le more help or would like to read more about the options process then take a look at one of the links 

below.  

- 19 Quest ions t o ask  yourself

- Everyt hing you need t o know 

about  choosing your  GCSEs

- What  GCSEs should I t ake t o 

becom e a...?

https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
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Mrs. Hannah
Di r ect or a Ad jun t a de Secundar ia

Deput y Head of  Secondary

Our Academic Monitoring Day is scheduled to take 

place on Friday 26th February. This is an opportunity for 

you to meet with your child?s subject teachers and 

discuss their progress, attainment and targets. 

Unfortunately, due to local COVID-19 restrictions and 

regulations, we are still unable to open the school 

building to anyone other than pupils and teachers. 

Therefore the school building will remain closed and 

meetings will take place online. An information letter 

was sent out to all parents earlier this week and I hope 

you enjoy meeting and talking to your 

child?s teachers later this 

month.

In ot her  academ ic news...
As a school, we have adapted our weekly cycle 

assessment lesson to suit the needs of our school 

community, and have introduced a new academic 

skills programme. Each key stage is receiving a 

specifically tailored programme to boost their skills 

and confidence. In KS3, pupils are engaging in a 

soft skills course to build resilience and learn how 

to learn in a multitude of situations. KS4 pupils are 

involved in focused subject sessions designed to 

boost their knowledge and confidence ahead of 

exams and targeted exam workshops to support 

this.  KS5 pupils are also focusing on soft skills and 

enrichment sessions to support careers 

development

The English Department?s exciting reading initiative 

continues to build momentum and generate 

excitement amongst our KS3 pupils. By the last day 

of term one, a phenomenal 11 162 897 words had 

been read by 7S in the Accelerated Reader 

programme. This ensured that they held onto their 

winning status for term 1. However, 8C and 9S 

were not far behind. Who will win this term? Can 7S 

continue to hold on to their fame and magnificent 

result? Will 8C or 9S catch up? Can the other tutor 

groups make up for lost time and surpass last 

term?s top three groups?... Only time will tell. Watch 

this space and do encourage your child to 

participate. There are prizes up for grabs!



MAKING SUBJECT CHOICES

A parent s guide t o...

...particularly when it is in a system that is alien to you 

if you haven't yourself been through it! 

For those of us who were brought up in the UK it 's a 

relatively common process and is awaited with much 

excitement by pupils in Secondary school.  For the 

first time in their academic lives pupils have the 

opportunity to CHOOSE the subjects they want to 

continue with, to think more carefully about what they 

may want to study at University and, to consider 

"dropping" the subjects that they have struggled with 

or really don't enjoy; in short, to take charge of their 

own education!

For parents, the perceived enormity of the decision 

often outweighs any degree of excitement.  Concerns 

over door-closing decisions, fear that a choice made 

now may ruin their future careers and, simply 

trepidation and anxiety over not understanding why 

and how a process works, can make this time in your 

child's education a worrying one.

The key to all of this is to keep it in perspective!  

Despite the horror stories you may be told from 

parents who've been through it before, in all my years 

of teaching not one child has failed to access the 

university course of their choosing due to a bad 

choice in Year 9.  These decisions are important 

without a doubt, as they help to shape the future of 

Helping your  son or  daught er  t o 
choose t he r ight  subject s at  GCSE 
can be dif f icult ...



MAKING SUBJECT CHOICES

A parent s guide t o...

your child's education, but should a pupil change their 

mind at the end of year eleven and decide that 

instead of a doctor their passion is now poetry, there 

is a generally a solution to be found!

So now it 's all in perspective, how do you, as a parent, 

go about supporting your child through this process?  

The key, as usual, is communication.  Talk to your son 

or daughter and find out what they like, what they 

don't like and what they're good at.  Remember they 

are committing to two years studying a subject at a 

relatively high level, so there's no point in considering 

history if it 's just something they don't enjoy.  Being 

realistic and honest about your child's potential in 

conversations with teachers is also crucial to their 

success.  

As a thirteen year old I 

dreamt of being a doctor 

but my chemistry 

teacher was quick to 

point out what a 

challenge that would 

be, considering my 

serious dislike of the 

subject - and he was 

absolutely right!   

Finally, avoid the 

temptation to 

force you child 

down a career 

path that you 

have always 

dreamed of 

for them; 

inevitably 

that leads to 

heartache 

and poor 

performance. 

Remember we are 

here to help - you 

just have to ask!

Mr. Wicks

- Take the opportunity to read the 

docum ent at ion  provided by the school.  

Even better if you sit down with your child 

and read it together.

- Attend the online meetings and events we 

offer.  Your child will have been provided a 

lot of information in school so make sure 

you are as informed as they are!

        

- Speak to your child's subject teachers and 

listen to their advice.  Sometimes it 's not 

what you want to hear but they know your 

child and their suitability for GCSE (or A 

level).

- If you're still confused make an 

appointment to see one of our pastoral 

staff or our Head of Careers.  We are 

always happy to help.

- Think about your childs future study or 

career plans: is there a subject they are 

sure they want to do at A-level or 

university that they need to continue with 

now at GCSE?

- Consider what your child enjoys and is 

good at. Seek your child's teachers? advice 

on which subjects will play to their 

strengths. It?s important to choose 

subjects that your child finds enjoyable, 

but also the subjects they have confidence 

in doing well in.

Pract ical St eps

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JFOvJeR5Z6zd3dhL3lBVVb20Jd-DtBQm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1smqSg-rmioTfZ21L4pOOgr-Tx1HO6EyW/view


DATES
February 2021

1 

2

3 

10

15

22

26

Year 13 mock examinations begin

Year 11 mentor programme begins

Year 9 & 11 Options Booklets shared

Intermediate Maths Challenge Y9-11

Valentine Day Cards submission deadline

Options Presentation for parents this week

Careers Week Y7-13

Academ ic Monit or ing Day
school is closed to pupils 

Apr i l  2021

1 

19

Last Day Term 2

First Day Term 3

March 2021

1 

12

19
school 

Year 9/11 Options Form available online

Year 11 Mock Examinations begin

Year 9/11 Options submission deadline

Fat her 's Day (school closed)
school is closed to pupils 

Pupi l  Repor t s
Full academic reports will be sent  
home on the last  day of term two 
for all of our KS4 and KS5 pupils; 
these reports will be available 
through the ISAMs portal. 

KS3 pupils will receive inter im 
progress reports in March, and full 
wr it ten reports at  the end of Term 
3. The inter im reports will be sent  
to you via email



KING'S COLLEGE ALICANTE
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