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Message f rom  Mr . Wicks

I was delighted to see the positive response to our newsletters and am 
pleased to be able to bring this second edition to you for November.  I 
hope you have found them informative and interesting to read, but 
please do continue to feed back to us, particularly if there is currently 
something missing from the newsletter that you would like us to 
consider including in the future. 

Our theme this month is ?diversity and inclusion? which, as a British  
international school in Spain, is at the heart of everything we stand for at 
King?s College Alicante; as such we spend a substantial amount of time 
celebrating the nearly fifty nationalities that make up our student body 
and work with our pupils so they understand how lucky they are to be 
part of such a rich and diverse community.  

Having lived in Spain for almost twenty years I have always been made to 
feel welcome and part of the local community in Alicante.  When I moved 
here all those years ago, the natural warmth of the Spanish people 
immediately put me at ease and made the move to a new country, new 
customs and a very new language so much easier to handle. Not once 
was I made to feel unwanted, unwelcome or uncomfortable and for that 
I will always be grateful.  I was ?included? and embraced despite my 
milky-white skin, my inability to tan and, even after hours of practice with 
a pen between my teeth, my seemingly genetic inability to roll my ?r?s!  In 
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fact, those differences often 
started a conversation with a 
complete stranger and seemed to 
endear me to many of the local 
population, rather than exclude 
me.

But recently I have started to 
wonder whether in fact everyone?s 
experiences have been similar to 
mine?  Speaking to colleagues and 
pupils who have moved more 
recently from many parts of the 
world to work or study with us 
here at KCA doesn't always reveal 
the same positive experience I was 
lucky to have when I left the UK. I 
am, after all, a white male who 
moved countries two decades ago 
when the world was a very 
different place to the one in which 
we are bringing up our young 
people today.  Terrorism, 
islamophobia, the resurgence of 
extreme right-wing politics, the 
proliferation of the internet and 
bucket loads of ?fake news?, 
society that celebrates celebrity 
and mediocrity and, most recently, 
a global pandemic that has made 
the general population even more 
anxious, insular and xenophobic, 
has changed the world as we knew 
it; for our young people, sadly,  it?s 
the only world they have known.

So, have our attitudes to strangers 
changed and are we now less 
willing to accept this diversity and 
be inclusive, so that all new 
members of our community don?t 

feel as welcome as I did back in 
2002? I think the answer to the 
above question is unfortunately a 
resounding ?yes?.  

I watch the news, local and 
international, with sadness now as 
the world appears to become 
more and more polarised and 
divided and I cannot help but think 
that we are moving backwards as a 
society and are becoming less and 
less tolerant and open-minded.  
More importantly, I have felt a 
subtle shift in the attitudes of our 
own young people in school 
towards new or ?different? 
members of our school 
community.  Don?t get me wrong, 
we are blessed with a very caring 
and considerate pupil body on the 
whole, but you can see small 
pockets of fear, trepidation and 
suspicion of those from different 
backgrounds and cultures which 
makes integrating new pupils to 
the school a litt le bit more 
complicated than it would have 
been even five years ago. Our 
community is still warm and 
welcoming but like many things in 
life, there is still room for 
improvement!  

For me, this is when our job as 
educators and yours as parents 
becomes so important.  We ALL 
have the enormous, unenviable 
yet crucial task of educating our 
pupils, not only about algebra or 
Newton?s law or the rules of 

volleyball, but also how to grow 
into members of society that will 
continue to uphold those values 
that are important to us all. To 
encourage them to do their part to 
unite a world that is quickly 
becoming fragmented and hostile 
rather than contributing to the 
growing division and tension.  To 
teach them that despite what they 
see on the news, despite what 
they read on the Internet and, 
unfortunately in some cases, 
despite what they may hear from 
extended family members, that 
first and foremost the people they 
meet in life are simply human 
beings like themselves; human 
beings with feelings, dreams, 
desires and needs just like them. 
To teach them that a person?s 
religion, race, colour, gender, 
sexual orientation, learning 
disability, physical impairment, 
clothing or whatever makes them 
?different? to the average person in 
their class, does not define them, 
nor should it have any bearing on 
how welcome they are made to 
feel when they join our school 
community.  

We are able to hold assemblies 
and teach PSHE lessons preaching 
the importance of diversity but, as 
with most learning, pupils 
understand better when they see 
something demonstrated and 
have the opportunity to review 
that learning on a regular basis.  

Diversi t y  &  Inclusion



Diversi t y  &  Inclusion
That?s where we, as adults, come in, to 
ensure we do not underestimate the daily 
influence we have on young people and 
their attitudes to each other and society, 
and do not unintentionally undermine the 
values that are so important to us. 

By way of an anecdote to highlight that last 
point, I was recently surprised to be shown 
comments that had been written by a very 
small minority of parents on a WhatsApp 
group regarding some of our teachers.  
References to the race, background, first 
language and accent of these newly 
appointed members of staff were used to 
question their suitability as  teachers of 
their children.  In my mind the most 
important factor in choosing a teacher is not 
their country of origin, nor indeed their first 
language provided they can speak English 
well, but rather their passion for teaching 
our young people and their outstanding 
knowledge or expertise in the subject they 
will be teaching.  My concern however was 
not the aspersions being cast on those 
teachers or the school, but a real worry 
about how those conversations played out 
at home. What did our young people hear 
from those parents when it was being 
discussed at the dinner table? And, more 
importantly, what messages did those 
young children take away from the 
conversation about how we should react to 
people who do not meet our 
pre-conceptions of what is ?acceptable? or 
?normal??  These real life lessons are far 
more powerful than anything we can teach 
during a period of PSHE and the values that 
our pupils see modelled at home last much 
longer than those they see at play in school 
each day.  

As humans we all make mistakes and 
sometimes regret things we say, but when 
we are tasked with educating children it is 
crucial that we acknowledge that our young 
people will instinctively copy what we say 
and what we do, and will base their own 
opinions and moral compass on what they 
are exposed to at home and in school. None 
of us is perfect but flippant remarks, poorly 
chosen vocabulary and hateful or intolerant 
comments by any of us only compound 
poor ideals and lead to confusion about 
what is and isn?t acceptable behaviour; 

turning a blind eye or not challenging 
other members of our family or 
community who are not demonstrating 
the values that we hold dear, has the 
same negative and confusing effect on 
our youngsters. 

Diversity in its broadest sense is us 
embracing all of those 
differences we?ve discussed 
whilst celebrating the depth 
and richness it brings to our 
school or local community; 
inclusion is ensuring 
those who are 
welcomed, despite 
their differences, 
are truly integrated 
and part of the many 
facets of life in our 
college. If we are going 
to provide an 
environment in which 
our children are 
given the best 
opportunity to grow 
into the adults the 
world needs to 
survive its very 
uncertain future, 
then we must 
work together, be 
united and 
consistent in 
modelling the 
behaviours we 
desire, in order to 
teach our young 
people the importance 
of treating everyone they 
meet with respect, dignity 
and compassion.  Together 
we can help our young 
people to see the 
importance of placing 
these core values at the 
centre of everything 
they do and do their 
small bit to make the 
world a nicer place 
for everyone 
concerned. 



M R.  HAYES
Subd i r ect or  de Secundar ia

Head of  Upper  School

As part of our programme in the sixth form, students 

take part in PSHE lessons that take a very different 

format to that of the rest of the school. The focus of the 

programme is on helping them to prepare for the next 

steps in their life. In addition to the vast amount of work 

that goes on around careers, interview practice, 

independent living, and financial matters, we also focus 

on contemporary issues, and these are often set up in a 

debate style. Students are presented with an 

introduction and are given time to work as a team in 

order to undertake research and to gather their thoughts 

and arguments in advance, before presenting to their 

peers. The conclusions of these debates are very 

interesting, as often the outcome is not what might have 

been expected at the start. Students have debated 

ideas such as patriotism and extremism, wealth 

and aid, and diversity in the workplace. In many 

ways though, the nature of the activity is more important 

than the particular topic being debated as it 

demonstrates many important things to the students; 

the importance of thinking before you come to a 

conclusion; the need to base your view on facts rather 

than conjecture; the importance of listening to others 

and of being respectful about the views of others even if 

you can?t agree; and the need to justify any opinions you 

hold.

Mr Wicks' article makes reference to the increasingly 

rich and diverse community that we 

have at King?s College Alicante. Even moreso, when our 

young people move off to university, their roommate 

could be from a very different community to their own. 

They may well share an office in the workplace with 

somebody very different to themselves. So whilst the 

emphasis in school is very often on qualifications and 

academic success, I am pleased to be able to write this 

month to share just one example of what we are doing in 

school to ensure our young people are becoming well 

rounded, respectful and open minded citizens, ready to 

move into the next phase of their 

lives.

   

A warm welcome to the November edition of our Upper 

School newsletter. Whilst the evenings are drawing in earlier, 

and the morning school run is a fair bit chillier this month 

compared with last, school life continues to be as busy as 

ever; even the recent rain has not managed to dampen our 

spirits! Year 10 students are now enjoying being able to 

participate in sport offsite every Thursday thanks to their PE 

teachers. Year 11 students are working hard to prepare for 

their mock examinations, which are due to take place during 

the week beginning 23 November. I have enjoyed spending 

time in Year 12 lessons this month, observing classes in 

English Literature, Further Mathematics, and Psychology, and as always, it is a delight to see students fully engaged 

and enjoying their learning. Just last week, forty sixth formers took part in the UK Maths Challenge, and we wait 

patiently for the results. Year 13 students seem even more determined than ever to reach their goals, and they are 

well underway with their plans for life after King?s College Alicante. University applications have already been sent to 

the UK, Germany, and the USA, as well as closer to home here in Spain, for courses such as economics, linguistics, 

engineering, and medicine.



News and Updat es

10
Year

MR. WEBSTER
H e a d  o f  Y e a r  T e n

It is always a pleasure to drop into a variety of subjects and see the students making a huge amount of progress. 

The ability to be able to express oneself multilingually remains one of the cornerstones that we strive for at 

King?s College and this month, it was fantastic to see a vast array of skills being exhibited throughout the 

students? English classes. Gorka Martínez Fenoll, Jorge Díaz-Crespo García and Edgar Lewis showcased a 

marvellous presentation on John Steinbeck, illustrating the context behind the journalist?s work. There were 

some great follow-up questions from Manuel Fernández de Jaén and Moisés Jiménez Planelles, who sought to 

understand more about the research that all three had made. Unfortunately, I was not able to see all the 

presentations on offer, but after feedback from the teacher, it was clear that all students in the group were able 

to speak publicly in front of their English group, produce clear, concise information on their chosen subject and 

respond effectively to answers using a high and sophisticated level of English. Furthermore, this project-based 

assignment encouraged active learning, collaboration and was inclusive to all students.

Bo o k s

The action of the play occurs in 
an English industrial city, 
where a young girl commits 
suicide and an eminently 
respectable British family is 
subject to a routine inquiry in 
connection with the death. An 
inspector calls to interrogate 
the family, and during the 
course of his questioning, all 
members of the group are 
implicated lightly or deeply in 
the girl's undoing. The family, 
closely knit and friendly at the 
beginning of the evening, is 
shown up as selfish, 
self-centered or cowardly, its good humor turning to acid, 
and good fellowship to dislike, before the evening is over. The 
surprising revelation, however, is in the inspector...

A c t i v e  &  H e a l t h y

This can be further echoed through English 

coursework. Students have worked diligently in the 

first segment of the semester to produce essays on J. 

B. Priestly?s ?An Inspector Calls? and what was 

impressive was the amount of time and dedication 

they have all committed to completing this complex 

piece of writing. Peer reviewing was taking place with 

exceptional feedback from Pedro Ibañez Ortuño and 

Alejandro Payá Barrachina while Irene Pérez Valles 

demonstrated some excellent questioning skills. 

Boosting participation in class is essential to 

supporting students in inclusive classrooms and, in 

addition to the former, it was great to see the online 

students contributing to English lessons, with Laura 

Buades Caminati and Lucía Cánovas Martín showing 

their ability to use predictive skills in lengthy texts, 

which meaningfully captured progress within the blink 

of an eye.

All English classroom s dem onst rat ed t he inclusive environm ent  we seek  t o build here at  school. All 

st udent s m odelled t he academ ic and social sk il ls t hey have developed t o cont r ibut e t o m eaningful 

discussions about  t heir  st udies in English Language and English Lit erat ure. Keep up t he fant ast ic work  

all round, Year  10!



News and Updat es

11
Year

SR. BELDA
Head  of  Year  El ev en

It is my pleasure to contact you again for this November 

edition of our newsletter. First of all, I would like to 

highlight the good overall behaviour of the year 11 

students and their commitment to their studies and the 

King's College Alicante community. Therefore, to 

celebrate the achievements of those students who have 

accumulated more than 40 positive comments from their 

teachers so far this term, on October 29 we held a special 

meal for them to which they could invite a friend. Very 

well done to Lidon, Mariia, Aitana, Isabel and Dominika!

As the mock examinations are coming up shortly, students have been working with their tutors to develop good study 

habits, reviewing topics such as time management, effective study techniques and organisation. The mock 

examinations take place during the week beginning November 23 and we wish our students every success with these 

formal tests, which will take place under similar conditions to those of the official exams scheduled for the end of the 

course. It is important that the students take them very seriously, and whilst they may be feeling a litt le under 

pressure, the exams will enable teachers to have a good grasp on where each child is with their learning, and they will 

be able to offer feedback to the students on the key areas for improvement; with the current global pandemic they 

may be more important than any of us anticipate so good luck to one and all - please take them seriously!

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about two other initiatives that have been launched this month, which 

we hope will serve to stimulate the autonomy and initiative of our year 11 students. Firstly, on Friday mornings, 

during the registration period with tutors, students are offered articles and news 

about professional careers in order to discuss them and consider the 

connection between doing well at school and the subsequent world of 

work. Thank you to Mr. Hayes and Mrs. Soler for this initiative. Also this 

month, year 11 students have been elected to the school council and as 

such they will represent their peers at the monthly meetings. 

Congratulations to all of them!

Furthermore, during October, students have been 

working during form time to prepare presentations for 

assemblies to share with the rest of their peers and 

teachers all about their interests and concerns. So far, we 

have had the pleasure of watching presentations on 

diverse topics such as maintaining personal motivation, 

and the future feasibility of trips to Mars! It is great to see 

students working collaboratively and creatively on these 

projects. 

Fut ure Career  Day in Year  11

Reward Lunch!

Congratulations this month to another two students, who I 
would like to give recognition to: Altea Ramón, having 
proven to be mature, responsible and focused on her 
studies, and Jia Yi Chen, for her impeccable attitude and 
approach whilst working as an online student. Good job, 
girls!



News and Updat es
12/13

Year

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH
H e a d  o f  S i x t h  F o r m

St udent 's Ar t

November has seen the US Presidential elections which as ever have 

caused plenty of global discussion and debate, with our Sixth Formers 

getting involved during their tutor time by learning more about 

political systems and participating in debates on the state of 

democracy in today?s world.  Key questions we considered included 

whether democracy is a vehicle for greater freedom and how 

democratic some of the world?s most powerful countries actually are.

Following on from this, both year groups also learnt about the historical 

origins of Guy Fawkes Night in the UK, and its relation to the 

Reformation.  Our activities included researching and presenting back on 

examples of historical groups that have been persecuted or fought for 

inclusion, as well as both current groups fighting now and forecasts of 

what groups may emerge in the next century.  Pupils considered 

religious, geographical, race and gender based groups amongst others.

Academically, the Mathematicians had the opportunity to participate 

in the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Senior Challenge 

with results being published shortly and we have had visiting 

presentations from both the ISDE Law and Business School on careers 

of the future, and the University of Elche (CEU ) on careers in 

architecture.

The Sixth Form artists have also been 

working hard on their presentation 

pages, showing that life during the time 

of Covid can still be creative.  Central to 

the course is building ability by 

experimenting with different subjects, 

techniques and artists so that they can 

choose a focus for their final projects.  

Featured here are experiments using 

watercolour and hatching 

techniques.

Last ly we have seen eleven of  our  Upper  Sixt h pupils apply 

t o st udy at  eit her  Oxford or  Cam br idge in t he UK, as well as 

t wo m ore t o t he USA.  Ent ry exam s have been sat  and 

pupils are wait ing excit edly t o see if  t hey get  called for  

int erviews.  Wit h m ore t han t went y m ore UK applicat ions 

st i l l  t o com e, it  is going t o be a busy m ont h ahead!



RACISM

source: https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/talk-about-race.html

Race and the harmful effects of racism are common 
topics of conversation for some families. Other 
parents, though, might talk about racism and 
discrimination with their kids rarely, or not at all.

But when parents stay silent, kids can get the 
message that racism doesn't matter or that it 's 
someone else's problem. To help put an end to 
racism, everyone has to take an active role, no matter 
who they are.

Why Is it  Im por t ant  t o Talk  About  Race and 
Racism ?

When we teach kids early on that it 's OK to talk about 
race, we help them to understand, respect, and 
appreciate the differences between people.

This builds empathy and compassion for others so 
that kids are better able to see when things in their 
world seem unjust or unfair ?  and can do something 
about it.

What 's t he Best  Way t o Talk  About  Race and 
Racism ?

There's no "right" way to talk to your kids about race 
or racism. For each family, that conversation will be 
different, depending on your own race, nationality, 
and personal experience with racism.

Here are some ways to get the conversation started, 
and keep it going:

First , get  t he fact s.

By learning about the issues, you'll be better able to 
report them. Listen to a podcast, watch a show, or 
read up on the history of racism and civil rights so 

that you're prepared to talk and answer any 
questions.

Clar ify your  fam ily 's values.

Use your words, your example, and your actions to 
show your children what you believe in. Values to 
focus on can include equal treatment for all, justice, 
standing up for those who are suffering, and 
respecting all people no matter the color of their skin, 
the language they speak, or other differences.

Speak in sim ple t erm s.

Don't overwhelm kids with too much information. 
State the facts, simply and clearly. If you want to 
address something that 's happened in the news, be 
honest about what happened, but don't give kids 
more info than they need.

Be age-appropr iat e.

Topics of race and racism are big-picture issues, and 
this can be hard for younger kids to grasp. Here are 
suggestions for addressing it by age:

Nursery:
Kids this age are learning about right and wrong, and 
have a keen sense of fairness (and they'll let you know 
about it!). So talk about what 's fair and what 's not. 
Give examples kids can relate to, such as: "What if 
someone made a rule that says everyone with [your 
child's hair or eye color] has to eat a different snack at 
snack time than the rest of the class? Does that seem 
fair?"

Pr im ary:
Use practical examples from everyday life to help 
school-age kids understand how they might feel if 

Speak ing t o your  children about  racism

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/fighting-racism.html


they're discriminated against or left out on purpose. 
Something like, "How would you feel if someone held 
on to all the swings during patio and didn't give any 
other kids a turn?" Or, "How would you feel if you saw 
a Year 6 bullying a Year 1?" Then, connect these 
questions to real-life examples of groups of people 
who have been discriminated against. Asking 
questions like these helps to increase kids' empathy 
and spark their passion to stand up for others.

Pret eens and t eens:

Older kids and teens are better prepared to tackle 
tougher topics. They can understand how someone 
might feel if they are a target of racism, but they may 
feel helpless to do anything about it. Brainstorming 
ways to help ?  such as speaking up for a friend who's 
bullied or excluded because of skin color, or writing 
letters to the Head of Year or School ?  can help kids 
feel empowered.

Ask quest ions ?  lot s of  t hem .

Help your child process thoughts and feelings by 
asking questions like, "What do you think about what 
you saw on TV?", "What have you heard?" or "What 
are your friends talking about?" This helps you get a 
sense of your child's understanding so you can fill in 
any gaps with facts or emphasize the values that you 
hold in your family.

Creat e a safe place t o share feelings.

Tough conversations like these bring up strong 
emotions, like anger, sadness, confusion, and others. 
Kids who have been victims of racism, or have family 
members who have been, might have even stronger 
feelings or fears around these topics. Let your child 
know that their feelings are important and OK. It helps 
to share your own feelings in a healthy way. Say 
something like, "I feel sad right now and that 's OK. I 
won't always feel this way." This helps kids put things 
into perspective.

Keep t he conversat ion going.

Talking to your kids about race and racism shouldn't 
be a one-time thing. Encourage your child to come to 
you with questions and continue to talk about it.

Race and Racism : What  If  I Don't  Have an Answer?

It 's OK not to have all the answers. If you don't know 
how to answer something, be honest and say so. Tell 
your child that you'll find out and share what you've 
learned.

Race and Racism : What  Else Can We Do as a 
Fam ily?

Parents can do many things to raise compassionate 
kids who want to help others. Here are some to do 
together as a family:

Befr iend people who are dif ferent .

Consider choosing a school, daycare, or club with kids 
from other areas and different backgrounds. This way, 
kids learn that they can find friends anywhere.

Learn about  ot her  cult ures.

Learn together about people from other places and 
cultures. Read books, watch movies, listen to music, 
and learn about celebrations that aren't part of your 
own traditions. Attend cultural fairs and museums 
that highlight stories, art, and the history of people 
who are different from you.

Speak up.

When you see something that isn't fair, do something 
about it. Say something. Write a letter. Create art that 
supports a cause ?  or start one. And encourage your 
kids to do the same.

Talk often as a family and do things together to learn 
about and celebrate the differences between people. 
You'll help nurture your child's empathy for other 
people, and your own

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/bullies.html


In t roduct ion t o 
Parent s
We started using Class Charts at  King?s College 

Alicante in September 2019  to t rack pupil 

achievement , behaviour and well-being throughout  

the school day. The use of this online system was 

received posit ively by pupils who like to have a quick 

and easy-to-read overview of how well they are 

doing in school. 

Last September, all secondary school pupils were 

given access to the programme so that they could do 

their own independent monitoring.

We are delighted to announce that very soon parents 

will have access to their children?s Class Charts 

account.

We believe in working closely with parents and one of 

the key benefits of using Class Charts is that we are 

able to securely share your child?s achievement and 

behaviour report with you and so keep you up to date 

in real-time.

On November 18th 2020 all secondary parents will be 

sent  a letter with instructions on how to log in. 

Here is a quick preview of the information that will be 

available to you.

- Engage parents and promote your school?s positive achievements into the 

wider community.

- Share customisable behaviour reports with parents and email 

notifications.

- View Secondary School Announcements

- View a summary of your child?s attendance

- Give us input on your child?s Well Being 

Parent  & pupil features



Video Tutor ial for Parents

- Class charts is a good way to record how well you are working and in which areas you need to improve. 

Andres Carbonell - Year 10 

- I like Class Charts because it?s a useful way to see our progress. Ilse Mellon - Year 9

- I like having access to my Class Charts account because I can keep track of my positive comments.Pablo 

Girona - Year 12

- Class Charts gives me an easy access to my positive and negative comments and I can see them whenever I 

want. Patricia Miñano - Year 12

What  our pupils think of ClassCharts

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mF7hxlgXUQs


Mrs. Hannah
Di r ect or a Ad jun t a de Secundar ia

Deput y Head of  Secondary

It is with great delight that I can 

introduce myself as Deputy Head of 

Secondary at KCA for the second year 

in a row. My role incorporates leading 

the academic side of the school, with a 

focus on Curriculum and Assessment. 

I love my job! Particularly when I am 

able to see our pupils proceed to the 

next level and achieve their targets, 

both inside school and outside of 

school.

I am sure you will agree that it has 

been an extraordinary beginning to 

the current academic session. 

Nevertheless, our students have made 

a strong start to the academic year 

and have demonstrated great 

resilience through their learning. They 

have adapted to new processes and 

more online learning opportunities 

whilst maintaining a positivity that 

only a child can show, and are a credit 

to their parents and teachers.

One of the greatest features of the KS3 

British Curriculum is having the 

flexibility to ensure that our pupils 

have the opportunity to study subject 

content in depth whilst developing 

skills that will carry them through to 

further education and the workplace. 

As you will know, the staff at KCA work 

tirelessly to deliver an outstanding and 

fully inclusive British education in an 

international environment. All aspects 

of our Teaching and Learning are 

carefully planned for, with the child 

placed at the centre. We aim to raise 

attainment through meeting the needs 

of all of our learners. At KS3 level we 

do this through Quality First Teaching 

(more on this in Mrs. Walker?s page of 

the newsletter). Furthermore, we are 

trying to foster resilience and 

independence in our learners by 

introducing them to C21st skills 

(communication, collaboration, 

creativity and critical skills). Research 

has shown that universities and 

employers cite these skills as 

paramount to success after school. By 

embedding these skills into the KS3 

curriculum, we are preparing and 

equipping our students to apply depth 

of skill to a wide range of situations 

and to meet the demands of living in 

an increasingly complex world and 

ever changing environment. Please ask 

your child what activities they have 

done in lessons to illustrate and 

develop these skills.

One big academic change this term 

has been the implementation of cycle 

testing. This is an ?Inspired? initiative 

and a fabulous opportunity for all of 

our pupils to engage in regular 

progress checks across core subjects 

to ensure that they are improving 

whilst developing formal exam skills. 

The more practice our pupils have in 

these situations from a young age, the 

better prepared and less stressed they 

will be when the time comes for them 

to sit their IGCSE and A Level exams in 

subsequent years.  These assessments 

are designed to measure pupil 

learning up until that point in time 

with a focus on the learning that has 

taken place in the last cycle. It is 

important that pupils and parents see 

these for what they are; an instrument 

to track progress. Pupils should not be 

putting undue pressure upon 

themselves and should try to 

approach these weekly assessments in 

a sensible yet relaxed manner. At KS3, 

30-60 minutes of revision should be 

more than enough time to achieve 

consistently good outcomes.

I would like to wish you and your 

families a Happy November, and look 

forward to updating you with more 

academic news next month.

SPECIAL SHOUTOUTS
7S, 7K and 9S for taking the 

top three positions in the 

monthly accelerated reader 

competition!

Victor Miralles Martínez (8S), 

for delivering an outstanding 

presentation on the creation 

of a video game to illustrate 

the effect that gaming has 

on our shrinking world!

Victoria Pastor Izquierdo (8S), 

for producing an outstanding 

piece of writing about the 

British Empire!



Mrs. Walker
Subd i r ect or a de Secundar ia

Head of  Inclusion

We have a creative, thoughtful 

team of professional teachers at 

King?s College, Alicante. We take 

pleasure in witnessing the 

progress of our pupils and the 

evident enjoyment they gain from 

their learning. At the beginning of 

term, when we considered the 

new COVID-19 measures that we 

have to adhere to in school, many 

teachers suffered a feeling of loss 

for the exciting learning activities 

we usually employ in the 

classroom to make learning fun 

and teaching strategies varied. We 

considered the things we could no 

longer do - silent debates, 

think-pair-share, live marking in 

exercise books, pair activities with 

laminated cards, peer marking, to 

name a few. However, thanks to 

the investment in technology at 

the school and the established 

practice of using Google 

Classroom, etc., we have been able 

to turn adversity into opportunity.

Over the year, we will share with 

you the ideas and research from 

our Quality First Teaching Working 

Group so you can understand and 

feel involved in the range of 

exciting activities your child 

participates in each day. These 

range from novel ways of 

incorporating group learning into 

the curriculum, the development 

of oracy skills in public speaking 

lessons and debate sessions, the 

regular encouragement and 

monitoring of reading (e.g., 

through the Accelerated Reader 

programme,) gamification of 

lessons to hook pupils and 

develop more lateral thinking to 

their learning and open-ended, 

enquiry-based learning.

Of course, we also give 

opportunities across the 

curriculum for all pupils to use 

higher order thinking skills (as 

described in Bloom?s taxonomy, 

for example.) In the Modern 

Foreign Languages department, 

these are reinforced in the 

presentation at the beginning of 

the lesson (as pictured) so pupils 

know which skills they are going to 

use in the lesson. This is called 

metacognition. Lower order 

thinking skills are also necessary 

but analysing, evaluating and 

creating tasks are also used to 

develop your child?s cognitive 

development.

Another useful method is called 

?Flipping the Classroom?. Using this 

approach, the teacher posts the 

information sources on Google 

Classroom before the lesson. This 

maximises the time in the 

classroom because the pupils have 

studied the basic information and 

become familiar with the 

terminology so deeper learning 

can take place in school. 



Oct ober  2020
8th Hello Yellow Non Uniform Day
9th School closed
12th School closed
13th School closed - Monitoring Day

Novem ber  2020
2nd School Closed

Decem ber  2020
7th School Closed
8th School Closed
18th Last Day of Term 1

Thur sday  8t h  Oct ober  in  suppor t  of  Wor ld  Ment al  Heal t h  Day

Tools and st eps for  older  children

Hel lo Yel low
Wor ld  Ment al  Heal t h  Day

Non un i f or m  
day  bu t  w ear
som et h ing  
yel low !

1?
COMPULSORY

DONATION

Dat es 
Cycle Test s

Every Wednesday, starting the 14th October, pupils in 
Years 7 -13 will be participating in "cycle tests".  The aim is 
to provided regular, summative tests in core subjects to 
help pupils to progress at a steady rate.  Tests will be 
cumulative in nature and will test all prior learning as well 
as the most recent learning.

On Wednesdays these are the only tests your child will sit 
and the homework the previous week in that subject will 
be to revise for the test; other subjects can set tests on 
other days of the week. We hope this regular preparation 
for exams introduces our pupils to good study habits that 
will be beneficial to them in the future.

For  fut her  informat ion on anyt hing in t his newslet t er  please cont act  your  child's form t ut or

Thank you!  With your help we raised over 
1000? for a local mental health charity!



source: ht t ps://suppor t .google.com/t ranslat e/answer /2534559?co= GENIE.Plat form%3DDeskt op&hl= en

Translat ing 
PDFs using 
Google 
Translat e

Tr ad u c i r  p ág i n as w e b  y  d o cu m e n t o s:   p u l se  a q u í

You can translate documents up to 10MB in size and in any of these 
formats: .doc, .docx, .odf, .pdf, .ppt, .pptx, .ps, .rtf, .txt, .xls, .xlsx.

1

You can translate documents only on medium and large screens. 
Some original formatting could be lost after translation.

On your computer, go to Google Translat e.

2

3

4

5 Click Translat e.

to choose the language you want to translate to, at the top 
right, click the Down  arrow .

Click Browse your computer and find the file you want to 
translate.

At the top left, click Docum ent s.

Download t h is m ont h's here

https://support.google.com/translate/answer/2534559?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://support.google.com/translate/answer/2534559?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=es
https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/
https://bit.ly/Oct2020KS3PDF
https://bit.ly/Oct2020KS3PDF
https://bit.ly/Oct2020KS3PDF
https://bit.ly/Oct2020KS3PDF


KING'S COLLEGE ALICANTE


	SEC KS45 Nov 2020
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16


