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Welcome to the IBDP at KCA - the perfect fit!

International Baccalaureate
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and
caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the Organisation works with schools, governments and international
Organisations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.

Inspired Education Group
Inspired sets a new standard in private education with a dedication to
excellence permeating every aspect of the school. Integrating innovative,
challenging and enriching academic, performing arts and sports programmes,
Inspired students leave with outstanding academic results, a love of learning,
confidence and a firm value system that arms them to embrace the
challenges life throws at them in their future endeavours.

What the IBDP offers students
Through the IBDP, schools are able to develop students who:

● have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge
● flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically
● study at least two languages
● excel in traditional academic subjects
● explore the nature of knowledge through the programme’s unique theory of

knowledge course.



Bienvenido al IBDP en KCA - ¡el programa perfecto!

Bachillerato Internacional
El Bachillerato Internacional tiene como objetivo formar jóvenes curiosos, con
conocimientos y solidarios, que ayuden a crear un mundo mejor y en paz, desde el
entendimiento y el respeto intercultural.
Con este fin, la Organización trabaja con colegios, gobiernos y organizaciones
internacionales para desarrollar complejos programas de educación internacional y
evaluación rigurosa.
Estos programas fomentan que los alumnos de todo el mundo se conviertan en
estudiantes activos, compasivos para toda su vida, que comprenden que otras
personas, con sus diferencias, también pueden tener razón.

Grupo Inspired Education
Inspired ha establecido un nuevo modelo en la educación privada, con un
compromiso por la excelencia que se refleja en todos los aspectos del colegio.
Gracias a la integración de programas académicos, deportivo y de artes
escénicas novedosos, ambiciosos y enriquecedores, los alumnos de Inspired
obtienen unos resultados académicos sobresalientes, sienten amor por el
aprendizaje, tienen confianza en sí mismos y cuentan con un firme sistema de
valores que los capacita para afrontar los retos que la vida les depare en el
futuro.

Qué ofrece el IBDP a los alumnos
A través del IBDP, los colegios son capaces de formar alumnos que:

● posean una excelente amplitud y profundidad de conocimientos
● se desarrollen física, intelectual, emocional y éticamente
● estudien al menos dos idiomas
● destaquen en las asignaturas académicas tradicionales
● exploren la naturaleza del conocimiento mediante el exclusivo curso de teoría

del conocimiento del programa.



Welcome

Moving into the sixth form is an exciting time for
students. It is the stepping stone between school
life and higher education or employment. The
sixth form at King’s College Alicante is a great
place to be; Not only because of the success our
students have in their examinations year upon
year, but also because of the impressive range of
destinations and courses that they go on to study
at university.

The International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IBDP) is the gold standard in pre
university education. It offers a rigorous
programme in traditional academic subjects,
whilst also offering new and contemporary
elements to the sixth form curriculum. It offers a
broad curriculum with the flexibility to suit the
interests and aspirations of our students, whilst
still offering opportunities for students to
specialise in specific subject areas in preparation
for university level study. The key guiding
principles behind the IBDP marry very well with
our ethos and philosophy here at King’s College
Alicante. The development of the ‘whole child’
features in the KCA mission statement and is a
key part of the IBDP. Our international outlook
and focus on inclusion is very much aligned to the
IB, and the pedagogy and philosophy of IB is very
“British” in nature. So in effect, the IBDP at KCA
offers the best of both worlds - a very
international qualification rooted in the best
principles of British education.

Our teachers are some of the best in the business
– friendly, experienced, full of ideas and real
experts in their subjects. On top of that, they are
incredibly excited to be teaching the IBDP. Above
all, they are committed to helping students get
the grades they need for whatever they plan to
do next. Pastoral support and personal

development in our sixth form is also
outstanding. Students are allocated into a form
group with a personal tutor who will guide them
through the core aspects of the IBDP as well as
offer personalised support and guidance. We
have a dedicated person responsible for careers &
guidance, and being a part of the ’Inspired’
network of schools means that our students are
able to take advantage of a range of
opportunities that being part of a large group
entails.

Whilst the IBDP is still fairly new to KCA, there is
much about sixth form life that won’t change.
Students will still have a form tutor and access to
a wide range of student support services such as
counselling and careers advice. The school day
will still begin at 8.50am and end at 4.30pm. Sixth
formers will still have study periods, and access to
study areas in both the library and the common
room. There will still be practical work in
chemistry, case studies to investigate in
geography, new vocabulary and grammar
structures to master in French, and in depth
research to undertake in history for example! And
of course, students will still undertake regular
assessments, complete their homework, and
prepare for exams.

I hope this handbook offers plenty of information
around the various components of the diploma,
as well as on the specific subject options that are
available for students, and I wish our students
every success with the transition from iGCSE
courses to the Diploma.

Andrew Hayes
Deputy Head of Secondary



Bienvenidos

El acceso al Sixth Form es un acontecimiento
emocionante para los estudiantes. Es el último
peldaño entre la vida escolar y la educación
superior o el empleo. El Sixth Form en King's
College Alicante es un excelente programa del
que formar parte; no sólo por el éxito que
nuestros alumnos tienen en sus exámenes año
tras año, sino también por la impresionante gama
de destinos y carreras que llegan a estudiar en la
universidad.

El Programa del Diploma del Bachillerato
Internacional (IBDP) es el referente por excelencia
en la educación preuniversitaria. Proporciona un
programa riguroso en las asignaturas académicas
tradicionales, a la vez que ofrece elementos
nuevos y contemporáneos al plan de estudios de
Sixth Form. Ofrece un amplio plan de estudios
con la flexibilidad necesaria para adaptarse a los
intereses y aspiraciones de nuestros alumnos, al
tiempo que ofrece oportunidades para que los
estudiantes se especialicen en materias
específicas como preparación para los estudios
universitarios. Los principios fundamentales que
rigen el IBDP se ajustan muy bien con nuestra
ética y filosofía aquí en King's College Alicante. El
desarrollo “integral del alumno” figura en la
declaración de la misión de KCA y es una parte
esencial del IBDP. Nuestra mentalidad
internacional y centrada en la inclusión está
perfectamente alineada con el IB, y la pedagogía
y la filosofía del IB es muy "británica" por
naturaleza. Así que en efecto, el IBDP en KCA
ofrece lo mejor de ambos mundos - una
calificación internacional basada en los mejores
principios de la educación británica.

Nuestros profesores se encuentran entre los
mejores del sector: amables, experimentados,
repletos de ideas y grandes expertos en sus
especialidades. Además, están sumamente
entusiasmados de poder impartir el IBDP. Por
encima de todo, están comprometidos en ayudar
a los alumnos a obtener las calificaciones que
necesitan independientemente de

sus planes para el futuro. Otros aspectos
sobresalientes en Sixth Form son el apoyo al
bienestar del alumno y a su desarrollo personal. A
los alumnos se les asigna un grupo con un tutor
personal que les guía a través de los aspectos
básicos del IBDP y les ofrece apoyo y orientación
individual. Disponemos de una persona dedicada
a la orientación profesional y el hecho de formar
parte de la comunidad de colegios "Inspired"
significa que nuestros alumnos pueden
beneficiarse de una serie de oportunidades que
implica formar parte de un gran grupo.

Aunque el IBDP es todavía bastante nuevo en
KCA, hay muchas cosas de la vida de Sixth Form
que no van a cambiar. Todos los alumnos seguirán
teniendo un tutor y acceso a una amplia gama de
servicios de apoyo, como orientación y
asesoramiento profesional. La jornada escolar
seguirá comenzando a las 8:50 y terminará a las
16:30 horas. Los alumnos de Sixth Form seguirán
teniendo periodos de estudio y acceso a zonas de
estudio, tanto en la biblioteca como en la sala
común. Seguirán teniendo trabajos prácticos en
química, estudios de casos que investigar en
geografía, nuevo vocabulario y estructuras
gramaticales que dominar en francés e
investigaciones en profundidad que realizar en
historia, entre otras cosas. Y, por supuesto, los
alumnos seguirán realizando evaluaciones
periódicas, haciendo los deberes y preparándose
para los exámenes.

Espero que esta guía brinde abundante
información sobre los diversos componentes del
diploma, así como sobre las opciones de
asignaturas específicas que están disponibles
para los alumnos, y les deseo a nuestros alumnos
mucho éxito en su acceso de los cursos iGCSE al
IBDP.

Andrew Hayes
Director Adjunto Secundaria



Structure of the Programme
The IBDP is very different to A Levels, in that it is a qualification ‘suite’ rather than a list of separate subject
qualifications. It is in two parts; There is the core section which all students must participate in, and these
are the theory of knowledge (TOK) course, the Extended Essay (EE), and the Creativity, Activity and
Service (CAS) component. These elements must be completed successfully in order to be awarded the
diploma.

Then there are the subject choices. Students are required to study six subjects in total. Three of these will
be at higher level (HL) and three of these will be at standard level (SL). Students must choose one subject
from each subject group numbered 1 to 6 - this is a specified requirement of the International
Baccalaureate rather than a school specific requirement. We have tried to offer subjects in group 6 as
alternatives to ‘arts’ subjects for those students that would prefer to study an extra language, humanities or
science subject. At the time of writing, subjects at HL will be taught for four hours a week in Year 12, and
subjects at SL will be taught for 3 hours a week. This will vary slightly in Year 13 given that students will also
be completing their assessments and preparing for examinations.

As shown in the diagram below, and from the IB mission statement published earlier in this handbook - the
IBDP is about more than just academic qualifications. Developing students who possess the skills and
attributes needed for the future is key, as shown by the IB learner profile, all whilst enhancing their
‘international mindedness’.

International Baccalaureate Organization (2018)

Those students considering higher education at a Spanish public university are also likely to select two
Selectividad courses. Whilst these courses are detailed in this handbook, they play no part in the IBDP and
are studied and examined as separate entities. Students should seek out specific careers advice in order to
determine whether or not they need to undertake these courses, and to decide which they will select.





Grading the Diploma
Each of the six academic subjects studied is awarded a point score from one to seven, with four being the
nominal score required to pass each subject. Three extra points are available depending upon the student’s
performance in Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. The International Baccalaureate Diploma is
scored out of a total of forty-five points.

Passing the Diploma
Students must achieve a point score of at least 24, and pass all aspects of the core to be awarded the
Diploma of the International Baccalaureate, which includes successful participation in the CAS aspect.
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay are awarded a grade from A to E. At least a D grade in both is
required to pass the full diploma.

More information
For more information on the International Baccalaureate Diploma see:
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/

Admission Requirements
Students require a minimum of 5 GCSE passes of at least grade 5 (including Mathematics and English) for
entry to the sixth form at King’s College Alicante.

In addition, students must meet the entry requirements for each of the six individual subjects that they
wish to study. These are detailed on the next page. So in essence, whilst a student may meet the general
sixth form entry requirement stated above, they must also fulfil the requirements to be able to select three
subjects at higher level (HL) and three subjects at standard level (SL). Students and parents are advised to
pay close attention to these details on the next page, and bear in mind that these are set based on our
desire to ensure students succeed rather than in any sort of attempt to limit student options.

Additional Requirements
● Excellent behaviour record and excellent record of attendance and punctuality
● Evidence of working hard and doing your best
● Commitment to all aspects of the course
● Demonstrate excellent approach to coursework and self-study / revision

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/


Specific Admission Requirements by Subject & Course

Course Subject
Group

2023-25

For entry at Standard Level
(SL)

For entry at
Higher Level (HL)

Other considerations or
conditions

English A 1 and 2 5 in iGCSE English
Language/Literature or evidence

of being a native speaker

6 in iGCSE English
Language/Literature or evidence of

being a native speaker

The course is directed at native or
near native speakers only

Spanish A 1 5 in iGCSE Spanish or evidence of
being a native speaker

6 in iGCSE Spanish or evidence of
being a native speaker

The course is directed at native or
near native speakers only

Chinese/
Mandarin A

1 Evidence of being a native
speaker

Evidence of being a native speaker The course is directed at native or
near native speakers only

French B 2 5 in iGCSE French
No native speakers.

Minimum 6 in iGCSE French
No native speakers.

This course is for learners of the
language only and cannot be studied

by anyone at native level, or with
qualifications/experience beyond

GCSE level.

Spanish B 2 5 in iGCSE Spanish
No native speakers.

Minimum 6 in iGCSE Spanish
No native speakers.

This course is for learners of the
language only and cannot be studied

by anyone at native level, or with
qualifications/experience beyond

GCSE level.

German B 2 5 in iGCSE German
No native speakers.

Minimum 6 in iGCSE German
No native speakers.

This course is for learners of the
language only and cannot be studied

by anyone at native level, or with
qualifications/experience beyond

GCSE level.

Spanish ab
initio

2 Must have very little experience
of the language

Not available This course is for beginners only.
This course cannot be studied by

anyone with any formal qualification
in the subject

French ab
initio

2 Must have very little experience
of the language

Not available This course is for beginners only.
This course cannot be studied by

anyone with any formal qualification
in the subject

History 3 5 in iGCSE History, or 5 in iGCSE
English (first) Language if iGCSE

History was not studied

6 in iGCSE History Available at SL only if iGCSE HIstory
has not been studied

Geography 3 5 in iGCSE Geography, or 5 in
iGCSE English (first) Language if

iGCSE Geography was not
studied

6 in iGCSE Geography Available at SL only if iGCSE
Geography has not been studied

Business
Management

3 5 in iGCSE Business, or 5 in iGCSE
English (first) Language if iGCSE

Business was not studied

6 in iGCSE Business Available at SL only if iGCSE Business
has not been studied

Global Politics 3 5 in iGCSE English (first)
Language

6 in iGCSE English (first) Language Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of

politics beyond their studies in order
to succeed



Economics 3 5 in iGCSE Economics, or 5 in
iGCSE English (first) Language if

iGCSE Economics was not studied

6 in iGCSE Economics Available at SL only if iGCSE
Economics has not been studied

Psychology 3 and 6 5 in iGCSE English (first)
Language

6 in iGCSE English (first) Language Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of
psychology beyond their studies in

order to succeed

Biology 4 5 in iGCSE Biology 6 in iGCSE Biology Not available to choose unless iGCSE
Biology or equivalent has been

studied

Chemistry 4 and 6 5 in iGCSE Chemistry 6 in iGCSE Chemistry Not available to choose unless iGCSE
Chemistry or equivalent has been

studied

Physics 4 and 6 5 in iGCSE Physics 6 in iGCSE Physics Not available to choose unless iGCSE
Physics or equivalent has been

studied

Computer
Science

4 5 in iGCSE Computer Science or
ICT, or 5 in iGCSE English (first)
Language if iGCSE Computer
Science/ICT was not studied

6 in iGCSE Computer Science or ICT,
or 6 in iGCSE English (first)

Language if iGCSE Computer
Science/ICT was not studied

Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of

computer programming beyond
their studies in order to succeed

Sports,
Exercise and

Health Science
(SEHS)

4 5 in iGCSE PE or Biology, or 5 in
iGCSE English (first) Language if

iGCSE PE/Biology was not
studied

6 in iGCSE PE or Biology, or 6 in
iGCSE English (first) Language if

iGCSE PE/Biology was not studied

Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of
sport beyond their studies in order

to succeed

Environmental
Systems and

Societies (ESS)

4 5 in iGCSE Geography or Biology,
or 5 in iGCSE English (first)

Language if iGCSE
Geography/Biology was not

studied

6 in iGCSE Geography or Biology, or
6 in iGCSE English (first) Language if
iGCSE Geography/Biology was not

studied

Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of
environmental issues beyond their

studies in order to succeed

Mathematics
A+I

5 5 in iGCSE Mathematics 7 in iGCSE Mathematics Students that have studied the
foundation tier at iGCSE are not

eligible for the Higher Level

Mathematics
A+A

5 Not available 7 in iGCSE Mathematics Only for students that require the
highest level of mathematics for

university courses such as
engineering

Visual Arts 6 5 in iGCSE Art, or evidence of a
high quality personal art

portfolio

6 in iGCSE Art, or evidence of a high
quality and varied personal art

portfolio

Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of
art and design beyond their studies

in order to succeed

Theatre Arts 6 5 in iGCSE Drama, or 5 in iGCSE
English (first) Language if iGCSE

Drama was not studied

6 in iGCSE Drama, or 6 in iGCSE
English (first) Language if iGCSE

Drama was not studied

Students will also ideally have an
interest and/or some experience of

drama and performance beyond
their studies in order to succeed



IBDP ‘Learning Journey’ at King’s College Alicante

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)
Students will undertake a range of activities and experiences, from both within and outside the formal
curriculum, that will enable them to explore, understand and develop some of the attributes contained
within the IB Learner Profile. Students will begin to appreciate what is meant by ‘international mindedness’
and may participate in small scale projects aimed at contributing to the local community.

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)
Students will continue to become accustomed to the IB learner profile and will further develop their
understanding of ‘international mindedness’ and take part in projects which enable them to put this into
practice. They will undertake a programme of ‘pre IB preparation’ which will help to equip them with the
key skills required for success in the IBDP, but also the information they need to make sensible choices
before they embark upon the IBDP, which will include one to one careers advice and guidance.

During the Spring and Summer terms in Year 10, students will learn about the specific details on what the
IBDP is and what it entails. Students will sit internal formal examinations in the summer of Year 10 and the
Autumn term of Year 11. By Easter in Year 11, students will have indicated their provisional option choices
based upon our curriculum offer at the time, their personal strengths and interests, their university and
career aspirations, and on review of their iGCSE mock examination results.

Year 11 students sit their iGCSE exams in May/June, with results published in August. A ‘Pre IB programme’
is designed and takes place early June once the iGCSE exams have finished, which offers a taster and an
introduction to life as a diploma programme student. Attendance on these days is compulsory for all
prospective IBDP students.

It is only on iGCSE results day in August of Year 11, where a student will be able to confirm their place on
the IBDP course and their subject choices.

Key Stage 5 (Years 12 and 13)
Students will begin the IBDP in September of Year 12 and students will be invited to school before the other
year groups to take part in a specific IBDP induction.

There will be interim assessments throughout the course, with formal internal examination sessions in May
of Year 12 and February of Year 13. Individual subjects will set their own deadlines for internally assessed
components such as written investigations and coursework.

The final examinations will take place late April/early May in Year 13, with the final results published in July
of Year 13.



Alternative Pathways at King’s College Alicante Sixth Form
In addition to our International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP), we will be offering an alternative
qualification. This pathway will be available to students by invitation only, and further details can be
provided upon request.

COURSE NAME: BTEC International Level 3 Extended Diploma in Business

What will I learn
on this course?

The qualifications give learners experience of the breadth and depth of the sector that will
prepare them for further study or training. This includes the opportunity for learners to choose
several topics from a selection of options reflecting the progression pathways in business.

The learning programme covers the following content areas:
Business environments, marketing, finance
International business
Management, enterprise and entrepreneurship.

The optional units have been designed to support progression to business courses in higher
education, and to link with relevant occupational areas. They cover content areas such as:
human resources, accounting, financial services, marketing, retail.

How will I be
assessed?

Some mandatory units in the qualifications are assessed using a set assignment. Each
assignment is set by Pearson and may need to be taken under controlled conditions before it is
marked by teachers. The marking of each set assignment is then checked and verified by
Pearson. There are no formal examinations to sit.

Examples of the possible assignments might include:
• Writing up the findings of your own research
• Using case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations.
• Carrying out projects for which you have choice over the direction and outcomes
• Demonstrating practical and technical skills using appropriate processes.

How is this course
structured?

Students will still be required in school full time each day between 8.50am and 4.30pm. Students
will be assigned a form tutor as normal, have study periods, take part in tutor time and
enrichment activities, and be expected to complete homework and assessments just like all of
our other courses.

What might
successful
completion of this
course lead on to?

Study of Business or related activities at University. BTECs are well established as routes into UK
universities. Here in Spain BTECs are becoming more commonly recognised with IE University in
Madrid proud to accept BTEC students onto their courses, especially for courses in marketing.
Pearson indicates that the BTEC qualification will be accepted for all Spanish universities once UK
qualifications are formally recognised by the Spanish government later this year.  Students are
advised to seek individual support and guidance based upon their personal interests and longer
term ambitions. As an international qualification, there are more than 85 international
universities which recognise BTEC qualifications.

What are the
entry
requirements?

To succeed on this course, students need to have a good grasp of spoken and written English,
and good numeracy skills. Experience of having studied Business or Economics at iGCSE would be
useful. It is vital that students that are accepted onto this course have excellent levels of
attendance and punctuality. They must also be very well organised and able to use ICT
effectively.

How can I find out
more
information?

See link here

https://www.ie.edu/es/universidad/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3/business.html


IBDP Subjects/Course Information

1. CORE

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Extended Essay (EE)

Creativity, Activity & Service (CAS)

2. Languages for subject groups 1 and 2

3. All other options in alphabetical order

4. Provisional options form

(you will submit an electronic version)

5. Selectividad (Spanish) courses
*these are not compulsory



Core section - Courses that are compulsory for ALL students

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)

Course
Content

The theory of knowledge (TOK) course provides an opportunity for students to
reflect on the nature, scope and limitations of knowledge and the process of knowing. The main focus
of TOK is not on acquiring new knowledge but on reflecting and putting into perspective what they
already know.

Students will develop significant skills as part of this course including critical and analytical thinking,
demonstrating an awareness of differing points of view, developing clear and coherent arguments, and
the effective use of examples and evidence.

Core theme: Knowledge and the knower
This theme provides an opportunity for students to reflect on themselves as knowers and thinkers,
and on the different communities of knowers to which we belong.

Students will study two of the optional themes from the following selection
• Knowledge and technology • Knowledge and language • Knowledge and politics
• Knowledge and religion • Knowledge and indigenous societies

Students will study the following five areas of knowledge
• History • The human sciences • The natural sciences • The arts • Mathematics

Assessment Students are required to complete two assessment tasks for TOK.
• Theory of knowledge exhibition (internally assessed, worth 33%)
• Theory of knowledge essay on a given title (externally assessed, worth 67%)

For Further
Information

Ms M Dowd
See here

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

Course
Content

The extended essay is a compulsory, externally assessed piece of independent research into a topic
chosen by the student and presented as a formal piece of academic writing. The extended essay is
intended to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity while
engaging students in personal research. This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured
writing of up to 4,000 words in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned, coherent
and appropriate manner.

Extended essay topics may be chosen from a list of approved DP subjects—normally one of the

https://4.files.edl.io/fec0/06/21/21/194044-db85cd7b-ba05-40b3-85ae-f61dba9bf653.pdf


student’s six chosen subjects for the IB diploma.

Students are expected to:
• provide a logical and coherent rationale for their choice of topic
• review what has already been written about the topic
• formulate a clear research question
• offer a concrete description of the methods used to investigate the question
• generate reasoned interpretations and conclusions based on their reading and independent
research in order to answer the question
• reflect on what has been learned throughout the research and writing process

Assessment Students are required to submit a 4000-word essay.
Upon submission, students will deliver a 15-minute oral presentation to their supervising tutor.

For Further
Information

See here

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY & SERVICE (CAS)

Course
Content

CAS is organised around the three strands of creativity, activity and
service defined as follows.
• Creativity—exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or
performance.
• Activity—physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle.
• Service—collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic
need.

The CAS programme formally begins at the start of the DP and continues regularly for at least 18
months with a reasonable balance between creativity, activity and service.

Sample projects
• Creativity: A student group plans, designs and creates a mural.
• Activity: Students organise and participate in a sports team including training sessions and matches
against other teams.
• Service: Students set up and conduct tutoring for people in need.
• Service and activity: Students plan and participate in the planting and maintenance of a garden with
members of the local community.
• Creativity, activity and service: Students rehearse and perform a dance production for a community
retirement home.

Assessment Students are required to compile a CAS portfolio which presents evidence that they have met each of
the seven specific learning outcomes whilst participating in CAS activities.

Students will also be required to meet with their CAS supervisor on a number of occasions throughout
the two year IBDP and a record kept of these meetings, as further evidence that the programme
requirements have been met.

For Further Miss A Sanchez

https://4.files.edl.io/00dc/06/21/21/194040-18ebafba-253b-4798-a692-a99a449ebada.pdf


Information See here

GROUP 1 - Language and Literature

English A (Language & Literature)

or Spanish A (Language & Literature)

or Chinese/Mandarin A (Language)

Course
Content

This course involves studying the complex and dynamic nature of
language and exploring both its practical and aesthetic dimensions. The course will explore the
crucial role language plays in communication, reflecting experience and shaping the world, and the
roles of individuals themselves as producers of language. Throughout the course, students will
explore the various ways in which language choices, text types, literary forms and contextual
elements all affect meaning. Through close analysis of various text types and literary forms, students
will consider their own interpretations, as well as the critical perspectives of others, to explore how
such positions are shaped by cultural belief systems and to negotiate meanings for texts.

The aims of studies in language and literature courses are to enable students to:
● engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different periods, styles

and cultures
● develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and performing
● develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation
● develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety of perspectives,

cultural contexts, and local and global issues, and an appreciation of how they contribute to
diverse responses and open up multiple meanings

● communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way
● foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and literature.

Assessment Paper 1 - Analysis of unseen non-literary text(s).
Paper 2 - Comparative essay based on two literary works that students have encountered as part of
their studies.
Oral exam - Prepared oral response on the way that one literary work and one non-literary body of
work studied have approached a common global issue.

Higher level candidates will also be required to produce a written piece of coursework: a
1,200–1,500 word essay on one literary work or a non-literary body of work studied.

For Further
Information

English - Ms J Wright
Spanish - Sr D Esteban
See here

English A is also available as a ‘group 2’ subject. This enables
students who are equally as strong at English and Spanish/Mandarin
to study both at native/near native level in place of a different learnt

language (B).

https://4.files.edl.io/ca05/06/21/21/194031-2e5d1831-1cce-4037-928f-f1a9da426081.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf


GROUP 2 - Language B (Language Acquisition)

The language ‘B’ chosen in this group must not be the same as the language in subject group 1, but it is

likely to have been studied at GCSE level (or 3-5 years of prior experience and/or at B1/B2 level).  Language

B courses are for language learning - so you cannot choose a language ‘B’ course if you are already fluent or

a native speaker.

If you have not studied any of the language ‘B’ subjects previously, we will also offer Spanish Ab Initio and

French Ab Initio which are available for students who have no formal qualifications in the language and are

near/complete beginners.

French B, German B or Spanish B

Course Content Language B students will focus mainly on language acquisition and the development of the
linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, up to a sophisticated level. In practice,
and as a guide only in line with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages,
this means B2 at SL and C1 at HL.

The course
Language students will learn language structures and use these in a range of situations and for a
range of purposes which can include work situations, social relationships and the discussion of
abstract ideas. They will also explore culture using a variety of text types. At HL, at least one
literary work will be studied in detail and critical engagement with the literature will be assessed
orally as part of the Internal Assessment. There are five prescribed core themes at both SL and
HL: Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organisation, and Sharing the Planet.

The themes are studied through the four main language skills (listening, speaking, reading and
writing) to ensure that the student can communicate spontaneously, appropriately and
effectively with an audience of the language in both familiar and unfamiliar circumstances. This
level of competence is achieved through an understanding of three interrelated areas, which
form the basis of the assessment criteria: using the language accurately in terms of grammar and
vocabulary, selecting language appropriate to a particular cultural and social context, and
understanding how ideas are organised for appropriate communication.

A Language B course aims to:
• Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and
issues of global significance.
• Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and
for a variety of purposes.
• Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and
appreciation of a variety of perspectives of people from diverse cultures.



• Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with
which they are familiar.
• Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of
knowledge.
• Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for
intellectual engagement and the development of critical- and creative-thinking skills.
• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an
additional language.
• Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.

Assessment Paper 1* - Writing (25%)
Paper 2 - Listening (25%) and Reading (25%)
Internal Assessment (IA)** - Oral Assessment (25%)

*SL candidates are expected to write 250-400 words in response to a previously unseen
scenario; HL candidates are expected to write 450-600 words in response to a previously unseen
scenario

**SL candidates are expected to present a picture related to the core themes and respond to
follow-up questions based on the presentation; HL candidates are expected to present and
critically engage with one literary extract (ca. 300 words), chosen from one of the two pieces of
literature covered during the HL course. Both SL & HL candidates are expected to answer
follow-up questions related to the wider themes.

For Further
Information

French - Madame V Maire
Spanish - Mrs N Mansilla
German - Mr T Low
See here

Spanish Ab Initio and

French Ab Initio - SL only

Course
Content

Offered at SL only, Spanish Ab Initio/French Ab Initio is a language acquisition course designed
for students with no previous experience in—or very little exposure to—Spanish/French. Spanish
Ab Initio/French Ab Initio students develop their receptive, productive and interactive skills while
learning to communicate in the target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Students
develop the ability to communicate through the study of language, themes and texts.

There are five prescribed themes: Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization
and Sharing the Planet. The Language Ab Initio syllabus additionally prescribes four topics for
each of the five themes, making a total of 20 topics that must be addressed over the two years
of the course. Students will engage with these themes though written, audio, visual and
audio-visual texts.

The Language Ab Initio course aims to:
• Take students with no prior knowledge to intermediate level. In practice, and as a guide only,

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf


this means B1 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.
• Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and
issues of global significance.
Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with
which they are familiar.
• Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of
knowledge.
• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an
additional language.
• Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.

Assessment Paper 1 - Writing (25%)
Paper 2 - Listening (25%) and Reading (25%)
Internal Assessment (IA) - Oral Assessment (25%)

For Further
Information

Spanish - Mrs N Mansilla
French - Madame V Maire
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-ab-initio-2018-en.pdf


Biology

Course
content

Biology is the study of life. The vast diversity of species makes
biology both an endless source of fascination and a considerable challenge. Biologists attempt to
understand the living world at all levels from the micro to the macro using many different
approaches and techniques. Biology is still a young science and great progress is expected in the
21st century. This progress is important at a time of growing pressure on the human population
and the environment.

Through the overarching theme of the nature of science, the aims of the biology course are to
enable students to appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through
stimulating and challenging opportunities, and acquire a body of knowledge, methods and
techniques that characterise science and technology. Students will also develop an ability to
analyse, evaluate and synthesise scientific information.

All students will study topics such as Cell biology, Molecular biology, Genetics, Ecology, Evolution
and biodiversity, and Human physiology. All students will take part in an assessed group project
as part of the course.

Assessment Three examination papers, and an individual investigation linking theory and practical work
(between six and twelve pages).

For Further
Information

Dr J Sidebotham
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologyhl2016englishw.pdf


Business Management

Course
content

The business management course is designed to meet the current and future needs of students
who want to develop their knowledge of business content, concepts, and tools to assist with
business decision making. Future employees, business leaders, entrepreneurs or social
entrepreneurs need to be confident, creative and compassionate as change agents for business in
an increasingly interconnected global marketplace. The business management course is designed
to encourage the development of these attributes. Through the exploration of four
interdisciplinary concepts: creativity, change, ethics and sustainability, this course empowers
students to explore these concepts from a business perspective. Business management focuses
on business functions, management processes and decision-making in contemporary contexts of
strategic uncertainty.

This course prepares students to be global citizens ready to face up to the challenges and
opportunities awaiting them in our ever-changing world.

Unit 1: Business organization and environment
Unit 2: Human resource management
Unit 3: Finance and accounts
Unit 4: Marketing
Unit 5: Operations management

Assessment For both SL and HL there are two exam papers and a ‘Business Research Project’ to complete.

For Further
Information

Mr M Britton
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/business-management-sl-subject-brief-en.pdf


Chemistry

Course
content

Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of
practical and investigational skills. Chemical principles underpin both the physical environment
in which we live and all biological systems. Chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other
courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental science.

By studying chemistry students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate
with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the
emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that characterises the subject.

Topics studied include Stoichiometric relationships, Atomic structure, Periodicity, Chemical
bonding and structure, Energetics/thermochemistry, Chemical kinetics, Equilibrium, Acids and
bases, Redox processes, Organic chemistry, Measurement and data processing.

Assessment Three examination papers, and an individual investigation linking theory and practical work
(between six and twelve pages).

For Further
Information

Ms M Dowd
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf


Computer Science

Course
content

The Computer science course requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of
computational thinking as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices
operate.

Students study how computer science interacts with and influences cultures, society and how
individuals and societies behave, and the ethical issues involved. During the course the student
will develop computational solutions. This will involve the ability to:
• identify a problem or unanswered question
• design, prototype and test a proposed solution
• liaise with clients to evaluate the success of the proposed solution and make
recommendations for future developments.

There are seven compulsory topics to study and a required case study, and students will take
part in an assessed group project.

Assessment Two examination papers, and an individual written commentary of no more than 2000 words
documenting a computational solution.
Students studying the HL course will sit an additional third exam paper.

For Further
Information

Mrs L Amaya
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/4_computersl.pdf


Dance
(not available 2023-25)

Course content The Dance course takes a holistic approach to dance, and embraces a variety of dance traditions
and dance cultures—past, present and looking towards the future. Performance, creative and
analytical skills are mutually developed and valued whether the students are writing papers or
creating/performing dances. The curriculum provides students with a liberal arts orientation to
dance. This orientation facilitates the development of students who may become
choreographers, dance scholars, performers or those, more broadly, who seek life enrichment
through dance.

In addition, the course enables students to understand dance as a set of practices with their own
histories and theories, and to understand that these practices integrate physical, intellectual and
emotional knowledge, experience dance as an individual and collective exploration of the
expressive possibilities of bodily movement, and recognise and use dance to create dialogue
among the various traditions and cultures in their school environment, their society and the
world at large.

Unit 1 - Composition and analysis
Unit 2 - World dance studies
Unit 3 - Performance

Assessment There are three parts - composition, performance and a written dance investigation of 2500
words.

For Further
Information

Miss V Long
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/6_dancehl.pdf


Economics

Course
content

Economics is an exciting, dynamic subject that allows students to develop an understanding of
the complexities and interdependence of economic activities in a rapidly changing world. At the
heart of economic theory is the problem of scarcity. Owing to scarcity, choices have to be made.
The economics course, at both SL and HL, uses economic theories, models and key concepts to
examine the ways in which these choices are made: at the level of producers and consumers in
individual markets (microeconomics); at the level of the government and the national economy
(macroeconomics); and at an international level, where countries are becoming increasingly
interdependent (the global economy). The DP economics course allows students to explore these
models, theories and key concepts, and apply them, using empirical data, through the
examination of six real-world issues.

Unit 1: Introduction to economics
Unit 2: Microeconomics
Unit 3: Macroeconomics
Unit 4: The global economy

Assessment All students will complete two exam papers (extended response and data response style
questions) and the production of a ‘commentary portfolio’.
For HL students, there is an additional third exam paper.

For Further
Information

Mr M Turner
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/sl-economics-en.pdf


Environmental Systems and Societies

(ESS) - SL only

Course
content

ESS is firmly grounded in both a scientific exploration of environmental systems in their
structure and function, and in the exploration of cultural, economic, ethical, political and social
interactions of societies with the environment. As a result of studying this course, students will
become equipped with the ability to recognize and evaluate the impact of our complex system
of societies on the natural world.

By completing the course, students will be able to
● Appreciate the dynamic interconnectedness between environmental systems and

societies
● Value the combination of personal, local and global perspectives in making informed

decisions and taking responsible actions on environmental issues
● Be critically aware that resources are finite, that these could be inequitably distributed

and exploited, and that management of these inequities is the key to sustainability
● Engage with the controversies that surround a variety of environmental issues
● Create innovative solutions to environmental issues by engaging actively in local and

global contexts.

Students will study topics such as Ecosystems and ecology, Biodiversity and conservation,
Water and aquatic food production systems and societies, Climate change and energy
production.

Assessment Two exam papers and a written project based on a research question written and designed by
the student.

For Further
Information

Mrs I Ferreira
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/envyr-systems-2016-english-final-web.pdf


Geography

Course
content

Geography is a dynamic subject firmly grounded in the real world, and focuses on the
interactions between individuals, societies and physical processes in both time and space. The
course integrates physical, environmental and human geography, and students acquire elements
of both socio-economic and scientific methodologies. Geography takes advantage of its position
to examine relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of disciplines, helping students
develop life skills and have an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches,
viewpoints and ideas. Fieldwork is a compulsory part of the course and will involve students
undertaking their own geographical investigation.

All students will study the following topics: • Population distribution—changing population
• Global climate—vulnerability and resilience • Global resource consumption and security.

Higher level students will also study the following topics:  • Power, places and networks
• Human development and diversity • Global risks and resilience

In addition students will study two (SL) or three (HL) additional topics which might include:
Oceans and coastal margins • Extreme environments • Geophysical hazards • Leisure, tourism
and sport • Food and health • Urban environments.

Assessment For SL, there are two exam papers, and for HL there are three exam papers.
All students will produce a report based on the fieldwork that they undertake as part of the
course.

For Further
Information

See Mrs I Ferreira
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf


Global Politics

Course
content

The global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality,
sustainability and peace in a range of contexts. It allows students to develop an understanding of
the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity and processes, as well
as to explore political issues affecting their own lives. The course helps students to understand
abstract political concepts by grounding them in real-world examples and case studies. It also
invites comparison between such examples and case studies to ensure a wider and transnational
perspective. Students will develop their thinking and research skills such as comprehension, text
analysis, transfer, and use of primary sources.

There are four compulsory units of study: 1. Power, sovereignty and international relations 2.
Human rights 3. Development 4. Peace and conflict.
At HL, students will also study two of the following options through a case study approach: 1.
Environment 2. Poverty 3. Health 4. Identity 5. Borders 6.Security.

Assessment Two examination papers, and an individual research report on a political issue explored through
engagement and research.
HL students will also need to submit two video recorded oral presentations lasting no more than
ten minutes each.

For Further
Information

Mr S Boyle
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/global-politics-hl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf


History

Course
content

This is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-perspective approach to history.
It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and
cultural, and provides a balance of structure and flexibility. The course emphasises the
importance of encouraging students to think historically and to develop historical skills as well as
gaining factual knowledge.

The aims of the history course are to enable students to:
● develop an understanding of, and continuing interest in, the past
● encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and to appreciate the complex

nature of historical concepts, issues, events and developments
● promote international-mindedness through the study of history from more than one

region of the world
● develop an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop historical

consciousness including a sense of chronology and context, and an understanding of
different historical perspectives

● develop key historical skills, including engaging effectively with sources
● increase students’ understanding of themselves and of contemporary society by

encouraging reflection on the past

The course will involve studying one prescribed topic from a selection, which could include
military leaders, rights & protests, or the move to global war. Then there are a further two world
history topics from a selection, which could include Causes and effects of wars (750–1500),
Origins, development and impact of industrialization (1750–2005), or The Cold War: Superpower
tensions and rivalries (20th century).

Students opting for the higher level course will also need to complete a ‘depth study’ on one of
the following topics: 1. History of Africa and the Middle East 2. History of the Americas 3. History
of Asia and Oceania 4. History of Europe

Assessment Paper 1 - Source-based paper (externally assessed)
Paper 2 - Essay-based paper (externally assessed)
Historical Investigation (coursework style, internally assessed)

Students opting for HL will also sit
Paper 3 - Essay-based paper on their ‘depth’ study

For Further
Information

Mr J Mellon
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/history-sl-2020-eng.pdf


Mathematics - Analysis and Approaches
Higher Level Only from September 2023

Course
content

The Mathematics: analysis and approaches course recognises the need for analytical expertise in
a world where innovation is increasingly dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics.
Students are encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve abstract problems as
well as those set in a variety of meaningful contexts. Mathematics: analysis and approaches has
a strong emphasis on the ability to construct, communicate and justify correct mathematical
arguments. Students should expect to develop insight into mathematical form and structure,
and should be intellectually equipped to appreciate the links between concepts in different topic
areas.

The following topics are a compulsory part of the course;
Number and algebra, Functions, Geometry and trigonometry, Statistics and probability, Calculus.

The aims of the course are to enable students to develop a curiosity and enjoyment of
mathematics, and appreciate its elegance and power. In addition, students will develop their
ability to communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a variety of contexts, as
well as develop logical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in problem solving.
Unlike A Level courses, students will be challenged to take action to apply and transfer skills to
alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge and to future developments in their local and
global communities, and appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics
influence each other.

This course is designed for those students looking to study a university course such as
engineering, mathematics or economics. There are some universities that will also accept
Mathematics Application and Interpretation at HL for these types of courses, however, this
will always depend on university entry requirements and it is essential to check those before
any decision is made. For any other discipline or university course, students should take the
Mathematics Application and Interpretation course, as this one is highly specialised and only
appropriate for students with a desire to study university courses where the most advanced
mathematics is needed.

Assessment For HL: three exam papers ( external assessment) and an independent mathematical exploration
(internal assessment).

For Further
Information

Ms J Galiana
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-analysis-and-approaches-en.pdf


Mathematics - Application and

Interpretation

Course
content

The IB DP Mathematics: applications and interpretation course recognises the increasing role
that mathematics and technology play in a diverse range of fields in a data-rich world. As such,
it emphasises the meaning of mathematics in context by focusing on topics that are often used
as applications or in mathematical modelling. To give this understanding a firm base, this course
includes topics that are traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course such as
calculus and statistics. Students are encouraged to solve real-world problems, construct and
communicate this mathematically and interpret the conclusions or generalisations.

The following topics are a compulsory part of the course;
Number and algebra, Functions, Geometry and trigonometry, Statistics and probability,
Calculus.

Students will develop their ability to appreciate how developments in technology and
mathematics influence each other, appreciate the moral, social and ethical questions arising
from the work of mathematicians and the applications of mathematics, as well as appreciate
the universality of mathematics and its multicultural, international and historical perspectives.

This course is designed for any university discipline apart from those courses such as
engineering, further mathematics or economics, which require the study of very specialised
mathematical topics, and therefore this will likely be the default mathematics course chosen by
most students.

It is essential that students check on university entry requirements for choosing the most
suitable IB mathematics course and level before any decision is made.

Assessment Two exam papers and an independent mathematical exploration.
Students studying the HL course will sit an additional third exam paper.

For Further
Information

Mrs D Malpart
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf


Physics

Course
content

Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe
itself, from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies. Despite the
exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of physics, observations
remain essential to the very core of the subject. Besides helping us better understand the
natural world, physics gives us the ability to alter our environments. This raises the issue of the
impact of physics on society, the moral and ethical dilemmas, and the social, economic and
environmental implications of the work of physicists.

By studying physics students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate
with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the
emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that characterizes the subject.

Topics to be studied include Measurements and uncertainties, Mechanics, Thermal physics,
Waves, Electricity and magnetism, Circular motion and gravitation, Atomic, nuclear and particle
physics, and Energy production.

Assessment Three examination papers, and an individual investigation linking theory and practical work
(between six and twelve pages).

For Further
Information

Mr G Walsh, Srta A Perez
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/physicshl2016englishw.pdf


Psychology

Course
content

At the core of the psychology course is an introduction to three different approaches to
understanding behaviour: the biological, cognitive and sociocultural approaches. Students study
and critically evaluate the knowledge, concepts, theories and research that have developed the
understanding in these fields.

Students will also study four topics from the following options; applied psychology, abnormal
psychology, developmental psychology, health psychology, and the psychology of relationships.

Psychologists employ a range of research methods, both qualitative and quantitative, to test their
observations and hypotheses. This course promotes an understanding of the various approaches
to research and how they are used to critically reflect on the evidence as well as assist in the
design, implementation, analysis and evaluation of the students’ own investigations. Surrounding
the approaches and the options are the overarching themes of research and ethics.

Assessment Three exam papers which require some essay type responses.
An ‘experimental study report’ which the student produces as part of their own research and
investigation.

For Further
Information

See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/psychology-sl-hl-2019-en.pdf


Sports, Exercise and Health Science

(SEHS)

Course
content

Sports, exercise and health science (SEHS) is an experimental science course combining
academic study with practical and investigative skills. SEHS explores the science underpinning
physical performance and provides the opportunity to apply these principles. The course
incorporates the disciplines of anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, psychology and
nutrition. Students cover a range of core and option topics, and carry out practical
investigations in both laboratory and field settings. The course offers a deeper understanding
of the issues related to sports, exercise and health in the 21st century and addresses the
international dimension and ethics related to both the individual and global context.

SEHS is good preparation for courses in higher or further education related to sports fitness
and health, and serves as useful preparation for employment in sports and leisure industries.

The compulsory topics include: Anatomy, Exercise physiology, Energy systems, Movement
Analysis, Skill in Sports, Measurement and Evaluation of Human Performance. HL students will
also need to study: the Endocrine System, Fatigue, Friction and drag, Skill Acquisition and
Analysis, Genetics and Athletic Performance, Exercise and immunity. There are additional
optional topics to be studied, which might include Psychology of sports, physical activity and
health, Nutrition for sports, exercise and health. Students will take part in an assessed group
project.

Assessment Three exam papers, and a written individual investigation.

For Further
Information

Mr B Ross
See here

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/sports-exercise-and-health-science-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf


Theatre

Course content
Theatre is a practical subject that encourages discovery through experimentation, the taking of
risks and the presentation of ideas to others. It results in the development of both theatre and
life skills; the building of confidence, creativity and working collaboratively.

The IB Diploma Programme theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making course of study. It
gives students the opportunity to make theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers.
It emphasizes the importance of working both individually and collaboratively as part of an
ensemble. It offers the opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, transforming ideas
into action as inquisitive and productive artists.

Students experience the course from contrasting artistic perspectives. They learn to apply
research and theory to inform and to contextualize their work. The theatre course encourages
students to appreciate that through the processes of researching, creating, preparing,
presenting and critically reflecting on theatre— as participants and audience members—they
gain a richer understanding of themselves, their community and the world.

Through the study of theatre, students become aware of their own personal and cultural
perspectives, developing an appreciation of the diversity of theatre practices, their processes
and their modes of presentation. It enables students to discover and engage with different forms
of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes international-mindedness.

The three main units are Theatre in Context, Theatre Processes and Presenting Theatre.

Assessment ● Director’s Notebook
● Research Presentation
● Collaborative Performance Project

For Further
Information

Miss L Woodward
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/dp-theatre-subject-brief-en.pdf


Visual Arts

Course
content

The Visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural
expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop
analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical
proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from
different perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment
with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. The course is
designed for students who want to go on to further study of visual arts in higher education as
well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment through visual arts.

Students will make artwork that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts, become
informed and critical observers and makers of visual culture and media, and develop skills,
techniques and processes in order to communicate concepts and ideas.

Unit 1 - Visual arts in context
Unit 2 - Visual arts methods
Unit 3 - Communicating visual arts

Assessment There are three parts - A comparative study and a process portfolio which will be externally
assessed, and an exhibition of work which will be internally assessed.

For Further
Information

Ms I Fiorentini
See here

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf


SUBJECT GROUPS FOR SEPTEMBER 2023-2025

Students should select one subject from each group 1-6. Three of these subjects should be at

Standard Level (SL). Three of these subjects should be at Higher Level (HL).

Please note the entry requirements and eligibility criteria for individual subjects listed at the

start of this booklet.

IBDP CURRICULUM OPTIONS 2023-25
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 GROUP 5 GROUP 6

Studies in language

and literature

Language

Acquisition

Individuals and

Society
Sciences Mathematics

The Arts (or an

alternative from the

selection offered)

English A: Language

& Literature (SL/HL)

English A: Language

& Literature (SL/HL)
History (SL/HL) Chemistry (SL/HL)

Mathematics

Analysis and

Approaches (HL only)

Theatre (SL/HL)

Spanish A: Language

& Literature (SL/HL)
German B (SL/HL)

Business

Management (SL/HL)
Physics (SL/HL)

Mathematics

Application and

Interpretation

(HL/SL)

Visual Arts (SL/HL)

Chinese/Mandarin A

(SL/HL)
Spanish B (SL/HL) Psychology (SL/HL) Biology (SL/HL) Physics (SL/HL)

French B (SL/HL) Economics (SL/HL)

Sports, Exercise &

Health Science

(SL/HL)

Chemistry (SL/HL)

Spanish Ab Initio (SL

only)
Geography (SL/HL)

Environmental

systems and societies

(SL only)

Psychology (SL/HL)

French Ab Initio (SL

only)

Global Politics

(SL/HL)

Computer Science

(SL/HL)

Does the student intend to study at a Spanish university?

If yes, they should also select two from the following ‘Selectividad’ options, bearing in mind that

not all combinations will be possible due to timetable restrictions:

Biologia, Quimica, Fisica, Filosofia, Historia del Arte, Mates II, Mates Aplicadas



Selectividad Courses - not compulsory

Biología

Course
content

La Biología estudia la estructura, el funcionamiento y las relaciones de los seres vivos con su
entorno. El conocimiento de los procesos que se dan en ellos a distintos niveles de organización,
molecular y celular, permite comprender los fenómenos que dan lugar a la vida y al
mantenimiento de la misma, así como su diversidad y variedad.
Por tanto, el principal objetivo de la materia, a lo largo de Year 12 y Y13, consiste en proporcionar
las herramientas matemáticas que los estudiantes necesitarán para afrontar con éxito sus
estudios universitarios.

- Bioelementos y biomoléculas inorgánicas.
- Biomoléculas orgánicas, componentes moleculares de la célula: tipos, estructura,

propiedades y papel que desempeñan:
- La célula: unidad de estructura y función. Diferentes métodos de estudio de la célula.

Estudio de las funciones celulares. Aspectos básicos del ciclo celular. Fases de la división
celular. Estudio de la meiosis. Papel de las membranas en los intercambios celulares:
permeabilidad selectiva. Introducción al metabolismo: catabolismo y anabolismo.
Finalidades de ambos.

- Comprensión de los aspectos fundamentales, energéticos y de regulación que presentan
las reacciones metabólicas.

- Aspectos químicos y genética molecular
- Los microorganismos

- Concepto de inmunidad y tipos de inmunidad

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos): 10 preguntas tipo test (50% de la
nota) y 2 problemas (50% de la nota)



Física

Course
content

Durante Year 12 se abordan inicialmente los conocimientos básicos más importantes de la Física
Clásica de forma secuencial (Cinemática - Dinámica - Energía). Posteriormente, a mitad de curso
de Year 12 y durante todo Year 13, aplicando los conocimientos adquiridos hasta el momento en
Year 12, se abandona esta perspectiva lineal y se estudian todos los contenidos de forma global,
así, se abordan los aspectos básicos de los principales temas que se estudian en ingenierías y
otras carreras de ciencias.
Por tanto, el principal objetivo de la materia, a lo largo de Year 12 y Y13, consiste en proporcionar
las herramientas matemáticas que los estudiantes necesitarán para afrontar con éxito sus
estudios universitarios.

Contenidos cursados en Y12
- Cinemática: Movimientos rectilíneos y su composición, circulares y oscilatorios.
- Dinámica: Leyes de newton y dinámica de algunos movimientos.
- Energía y trabajo.
- Campo gravitatorio.
- Campo eléctrico.

Contenidos cursados en Y13
- Campo magnético.
- Inducción electromagnética.
- Ondas.
- Óptica geométrica.
- Teoría de la relatividad
- Física cuántica y nuclear

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos): 10 preguntas tipo test (50% de la
nota) y 2 problemas (50% de la nota)



Historia de la Filosofía

Course
content

En Historia de la Filosofía se estudia el pensamiento de los filósofos más importantes de todos
los tiempos, desde la Grecia antigua hasta el siglo XX. Esto nos permite analizar los problemas y
cuestiones filosóficas fundamentales que han ocupado al pensamiento occidental a lo largo de la
historia:

- La ontología o existencia del Ser.
- La epistemología o formas por las que aprehendemos el conocimiento y si éste es

posible.
- La antropología o conocimiento relativo al ser humano: su esencia, partes y fines.
- La ética o modos de comportarse de las personas como seres humanos en base a

un corpus moral.
- La política o manera de organización y regir de las sociedades humanas.
- La teología o cuestionamiento sobre el hecho religioso. Razón y fe en la filosofía.

- Al final del curso los alumnos serán capaces de:

- Conocer en profundidad la filosofía de 10 autores fundamentales para
comprender la evolución del pensamiento occidental y español.

- Analizar textos filosóficos de los citados autores.
- Comparar las coincidencias y divergencias entre los conceptos e ideas de los

diversos filósofos objeto de estudio.
- Manejar con soltura los términos del lenguaje filosófico.

Contenido del curso:
- Filosofía griega clásica (Presocráticos, Sócrates, Platón y Aristóteles)
- Filosofía medieval (San Agustín y Santo Tomás)
- Filosofía moderna (Renacimiento, Descartes, Hume y Kant)
- Filosofía contemporánea (Marx, Nietzsche y Ortega y Gasset)

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos):
- Prueba objetiva: 10 preguntas tipo test (20% de la nota)
- Comentario de un texto filosófico (80% de la nota)

- Ideas principales.
- Comparación de las ideas del texto con otras áreas de la filosofía de su autor.
- Comparación de la Filosofía del autor con cualquier otro filósofo objeto de estudio.



Historia del Arte

Course
content

Historia del Arte estudia las manifestaciones artísticas fundamentales en los campos de la
pintura, la escultura y la arquitectura a lo largo de la historia de occidente. Esto nos permite
profundizar en la vertiente artística de nuestra civilización, para analizar cómo la sensibilidad
artística ha ido variando a lo largo del tiempo.

- Al final del curso los alumnos serán capaces de:

- Conocer las características de los estilos artísticos clave de la historia de la civilización
occidental, desde la Grecia clásica a las Vanguardias del siglo XX.

- Analizar una pintura en cuanto a su identificación, tema, soporte, técnica,
composición, color, luz, perspectiva y contextualización histórica.

- Analizar una escultura en cuanto a su identificación, líneas compositivas, material,
tipo, tema y contextualización histórica

- Analizar un edificio en cuanto a su identificación, diseño técnico, estructura, valor
artístico y contextualización histórica.

- Conocer y usar de manera fluida el lenguaje artístico.

Contenidos del curso:

- El arte clásico (Grecia y Roma)
- Arte Medieval (Bizancio, Al-Ándalus, Románico y Gótico)
- Arte de la época Moderna (Renacimiento, Barroco, Neoclásico)
- Arte del siglo XIX
- Arte del siglo XX

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos):
- Prueba objetiva: 10 preguntas tipo test (20% de la nota)
- 3 Preguntas breves  (30% de la nota)
- 1 Pregunta de desarrollo sobre autores y aspectos de la Historia del Arte (20%)
- Identificación, análisis y comentario histórico de una obra de arte de entre las más de 100

estudiadas. (30%)



Matemáticas Aplicadas

Course
content

La Matemática es una disciplina que requiere para su desarrollo una gran lógica interna. Esa
misma lógica es aplicable a la secuenciación de contenidos para su aprendizaje. No por casualidad
el primero de los bloques en los que dividimos la materia en el primer curso es el correspondiente
a la Aritmética y al Álgebra: en él establecemos las bases del lenguaje matemático.

Cabe destacar el gran protagonismo que se da en este proyecto a la Estadística, al ser esta la parte
de las Matemáticas que más frecuentemente se utiliza en las ciencias económicas y sociales.
Además, se dota a los estudiantes de herramientas básicas para el estudio y representación de las
funciones.

El principal objetivo de la materia, a lo largo de Year 12 y Y13, consiste en proporcionar las
herramientas matemáticas que los estudiantes necesitarán para afrontar con éxito sus estudios
universitarios.

- Números reales: intervalos, operaciones con potencias, radicales y logaritmos.
- Polinomios.
- Ecuaciones, Inecuaciones y sistemas.
- Algebra: Matrices, Determinantes y Resolución de problemas.
- Programación Lineal.
- Análisis: límites, derivadas y aplicaciones e integrales inmediatas.
- Estadística y Probabilidad.

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos): 8 preguntas tipo test (40% de la
nota) y 2 problemas (60% de la nota)



Matemáticas II

Course
content

Los contenidos de Matemáticas, como materia de modalidad en el Bachillerato de Ciencias y
Tecnología, giran sobre dos ejes fundamentales: la geometría y el análisis. Estos cuentan con el
necesario apoyo instrumental de la aritmética, el álgebra y las estrategias propias de la resolución
de problemas. La introducción de matrices e integrales en Matemáticas II aportará nuevas y
potentes herramientas para la resolución de problemas geométricos y funcionales.

El principal objetivo de la materia, a lo largo de Year 12 y Y13, consiste en proporcionar las
herramientas matemáticas que los estudiantes necesitarán para afrontar con éxito sus estudios
universitarios.

- Números reales: intervalos, operaciones con potencias, radicales y logaritmos
- Polinomios
- Ecuaciones, Inecuaciones y sistemas.
- Álgebra: Matrices, Determinantes y Resolución de problemas.
- Análisis: límites, derivadas y aplicaciones e integrales.
- Estadística y Probabilidad.
- Geometría analítica.
- Estadística y Probabilidad.

Assessment Prueba de Competencia Específica en la UNED (90 minutos): 10 preguntas tipo test (50% de la
nota) y 2 problemas (50% de la nota)



Química

Course
content

La Química estudia los materiales, de qué están hechos, cómo interactúan entre ellos y qué papel
juegan en nuestro entorno. Desde el momento en el que nacemos y durante el resto de nuestra
vida estamos rodeados de química; en el aire que respiramos, la comida que ingerimos y la ropa
que vestimos. La función de los químicos es recoger información que nos permita una mayor
comprensión del funcionamiento del mundo en el que vivimos. Los químicos trabajan para
solucionar los problemas que nos encontramos en nuestro día a día.

En Química se resolverán problemas relacionados con los siguientes temas:
Formulación orgánica, formulación inorgánica, estequiometría, equilibrio químico, cinética
química, reacciones de transferencia de protones, reacciones de transferencia de electrones,
estructura de la materia, tabla periódica, enlaces químicos, compuestos del carbono.

Assessment La prueba de evaluación tendrá una duración de 90 minutos y está dividida en dos bloques: una
de preguntas objetivas y otra de preguntas abiertas.

● Bloque 1: constará de diez preguntas objetivas de tipo test, cada una con tres posibles
alternativas.

● Bloque 2: consistirá en dos preguntas abiertas o de desarrollo de tipo problemas y/o
cuestiones, que a su vez pueden contener varios apartados.


